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Lesson Calendar 


10. June 8.—Obedience ...... 
Gen.. 12: 1-4; Matt. 7 : 16-29; John 14: 21-24 


ll. June 15.—Prayer.............. Matt. 6: 5-15; Luke 18 : 1-14 
12. Jume 22.—LOVE....cceeeeeceseees Pay sr 1 Corinthians 13 
13. June 29.—Review: Response to God’s Love : 
, Selection for Reading ..........-sssceeeeeees Phil. 3 : 7-14 
Third Quarter 


1. July 6.—The Church: Its Life and Work 
Acts 2 :.37-47; 1 Thess. 5§ : 11-15 
2. July 13.—Baptism 
Matt. 28 : 18-20; Mark 1:1-11; Acts 8 : 26-40 
3. July 20.—The Lord’s Supper 
Matt. 26 : 26-30; 1 Cor. 11 : 20-34 
4. July 27.—Christian Fellowship 
Acts 2:42, 46, 47; Phil. 4 : 10-20 
5. August 3.—Christian Worship 
Matt. 6:5, 6; John 4:1-10, 19-24; Heb. 10: 19-25; 
Rev. 7: 9-12 
6. August 10—Winning Others to Christ 
Acts 16:9-15; James 5:19, 20 


SUBSCRIBER in Venezuela asks a question 
about an advertisement not found in The Sun- 
day School Times, and then goes on to say, “| am 
coming to the place where | hesitate to get a thing 
which is not advertised by your paper.” This is an 


sncoureeing Seperey to the close relationship be- 
e 


tween T unday School Times, its readers, and its 
advertisers. Asa reader, are you using the adver- 
tising columns to the best advantage? As an adver- 
tiser, are you doing likewise ? 


* Come unto Me” 
By Adelbert F. Caldwell 


H* mother spoke (a toy he broke), 
* Come, dear, to me, and let me see.” 


O broken heart, God knows the smart, 
«“ Dear child,” says He, ‘Come unto Me!” 





A character study of the great Sunday-school 
leader, Mr. H. J]. Heinz, whose death occurred on 
May-.14, will be published in next week's issue of 
The Sunday School Times, written by Mr. Frank 
L. Brown, General Secretary of the World's 
Sunday School Association, 4 
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Your Part in the Revival 


A revival is coming. For God has pledged his 
word to answer prayer; and many are pra ing, in 
a depth of earnestness that could come cal rom 
the Holy Spirit, that God will send a revival. They 
are asking God to make it worid-wide. Have you 
already taken your place in the “Fifty Thousand 
Which Could Keep Rank,” —interceding for God’s 
bringing into life and power the impotent, paralytic 
body of Christ —the church of Christ on earth to- 
day, — and the giving of the Gospel message in such 
Holy-Spirit-power that multitudes of the now lost 
shall be saved? Will you find one other person at 
least, in your church or Sunday-school or commun- 





- 


ity, who will unite with you in regular, definite prayer 
for this? Then ask God to add to those two others 
to make a prayer group. And will you distribute in 
our church or, community copies of the Cail to 
Seaver which appeared as the editorial in last week’s 
issue of The Sunday School Times? This editorial 
may be had in pamphlet form, free of charge, as 
the Lord provides money for this distribution. Re- 
quests for as many copies of the pamphlet as can 
be used without waste, and money offerings for its 
distribution, may be sent to The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Let us ask God to give us his own spirit of inter- 
cession for the dormant church and the lost world, 
till He come. 
ya 


Folly of Thinking for Ourselves 


Our thinking powers are not omniscient. There 
is a vast world of vital information, which we must 
have, and which our thoughts can never give us. 
How, then, are we to have it? By God’s revealing 
it to us, in a revelation wholly apart from our minds 
and thoughts. And this is exactly what God has 
done, in giving us his Word, the-Bible. The New 
York Evening Sun has been publishing some inter- 
esting letters on Spiritism. One reader, named Hard- 
ingham, pointed out what the Scriptures say about 
Spiritism, and their condemnation of it. Another 
reader, in comment on this letter, says: “Mr. Hard- 
ingham is indubitably a most devout Christian. He 
does not think for himself; the Bible, in which he 
has a most abiding faith, thinks for him.” Would 
that there were more people in the world like Mr. 
Hardingham. He recognizes that there are certain 
subjects on which neither his thoughts nor the 
thoughts of any man living or dead are of any value; 
and that God has made up the lack by a supernatural, 


infallible revelation of that which we need to know, 
through his Word. One who thus rejoices in the 
Word. of God can and does, however, then “think for 
himself” in ways that are profitable for both time 
and eternity. 

> a 


Three Questions Answered . 


Unanswerable questions can be answered. Pilate 
asked an unanswerable question, “What is truth?” 
But millions of believers since Pilate’s day rejoice 
in the knowledge of the answer, finding their eternai 
sufficiency in Christ who is the truth. The reader of 
the New York Evening Sun, mentioned in the preced- 
ing paragraph, who criticizes another reader for not 
“thinking for himself,” and for letting the Bible think 
for him, says: “Mr. Hardingham may adhere to his 
narrow-minded creed if he wishes to, but people in 
general are broadening. Most of us do our own 
thinking.” Then this broad-minded, self-thinking 
reader goes on in unconscious exposure of the futil- 
ity of such “broad-mindedness” as he says: “The 
three great questions, Whence came we? Why are 
we here? and Whither do we go? can never be an- 
swered. Their only solution is death.” But. Mr. 
Hardingham and millions of other Christian believers 
who are stitl alive know the answers to those three 
questions, because God has given the answer in the 
revelation of all needed truth in his Word. We come 
from God, created through Christ. We are here to 
glorify God: and to do his will. We shall go from 
here either to unspeakable joy in the eternal fellow- 
ship of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
through having believed on Christ as our Saviour, or 
to unspeakable desolation in everlasting separation 
from God through having rejected Christ as our 
only way of life, and thereby dying in “the second 
death, even the lake of fire” (Rev. 20: 14). 


Does Men’s Supreme Sacrifice Save Them? 
Third in the Series ‘‘ Religious Perils from the War ’’ 


after-war days. For human life has been 

poured out as never before in the history of 
the world. Heroism and self-sacrifice have been seen 
ona scale that has dwarfed all human experience 
that has gone before. It is not strange that, in the 
presence of such immeasurable sacrifice of human 
life in the titanic conflict against barbarism and un- 
righteousness, men should be saying on all sides that 
this sacrifice of life, in and of itself, guarantees sal- 
vation to all who have made it. 

The conviction that men’s supreme sacrifice saves 
them has been given expression freely in the last 
few years, and continues to be heard on every side. 
One of the most widely circul ted secular magazines 
in America recently published a beautiful bit of sen- 
timent from one of the best known ministers in 
America; and the heart of his message was stated 
in these words: “Self-sacrifice is the key to heaven.” 

A double-spaced editorial in one of our leading 
daily newspapers, telling the thrilling story of the 
refusal of an American battalion to surrender, says: 
“They were there fighting for the cause of right- 
eousness. They would fall there, if need be, seeking 
a sepulchre in the soil of France which they sought 
to free from the profaner, sure of the resurrection 
that awaits all men who die for others.” 

An article in the most widely circulated weekly 
in America, describing experiences of wounded sol- 
diers, says: “If he is not picked up he ‘goes West,’ 
joining the great host of immortal comrades, and 
all is well.” 

Another minister of national reputation, in a ser- 
mon published in a leading New England newspaper, 
on the topic “Where Are Our Slain Soldier Boys?” 
quotes approvingly the conviction of the typical sol- 
dier concerning his comrade who has fallen in the 
Allies’ cause, “You need not tell me that a good God 
will not. make it up to him. ... He was good to these 
French women and children and saved their lives, 


H aiter-w are tender, hearts are broken, in these 


and I believe that God is at least as good as he is, 
and will save his life.” 

One of the most popular of the American women 
magazine writers, discussing in another leading secular 
magazine “The Gains of War,” says truly, “The cry 
of a people facing the deaths of war is for survival 
after death.” Then she goes on in expression of her 
personal conviction: “We must believe in the soul, 
the unquenchable soul, that, hgying earned its hon- 
orable advancement, not dies but passes on.” 

Among the religious advertisements in a daily 
paper there is announced a free lecture which “gives 
conclusive proof of future blessings for them [sol- 
diers dying on the battlefield], whether they die 
Christians or not.” 

A British officer whose writings have been much 
quoted has described “the religion of the trenches,” 
and says: “It’s a religion that teaches men to carry 
on stoutly and to say, ‘I’ve tried to do my bit as best 
I know how. I guess God knows it. If I “go West” 
to-day, He’ll remember that I’ve played the game. 
So I guess He'll forget about my sins and take me to 
Himself.” . 

A minister preaching a memorial sermon for an 
American who died in France is reported ‘by a Uni- 
tarian paper as saying: “From the house-tops we 
may proclaim that never were human souls more de- 
serving of or more certain to inherit eternal life, 
a future full of radiant prospect and happiest prom- 
ise, than those who have espoused so righteous and 
noble a cause as summoned these young men from 
their homes, and ‘who give up their all to carry it on.” 

Early in the war the London Times reported an 
address made by a certain general, who said: “My 
faith in the Almighty is such that J am perfectly sure 
he takes to himself, and looks after, men like these, 
whatever their past lives may have been, who, doing 
their duty nobly, have died fighting for their coun- 
try. 

Even one of the leading religious weeklies, rep- 
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resenting one of the best known evangelical denomi- 
nations in the United States, published early this year 
an editorial which, considering its source, is per- 
haps the most surprising of all these widely circu- 
lated statements, The editor-in-chief quotes, without 
question or comment, several points in which recent 
books on immortality agree; and among these points 
are these: Many soldiers have the subconsciousness 
that in laying down their lives to save the world they 
were doing the highest Christian act, making the su- 
preme Christian sacrifice. Wang A did not use the 
words, but subconsciously they felt that they were 
entering into the sufferings and death of Jesus Christ 
—eternalizing the atonement as it were — adding 
their contribution to the sacrifice. ... There seemed 
to be the instinctive feeling that God would accept 
their deed of sacrifice for the world as Christ-like, 
and -in giving their young lives to him in this act 
they had won acceptance in his everlasting Kingdom.” 


What shall we say to all this? The only safe thin 
to say and to think, here as in every other vita 
uestion that comes into the experience of men, is 
that we shall believe what God’s Word tells us —no 
more, no less. - 

Does God’s Word tell us that men’s supreme sac- 
rifice saves them? Does God tell us that he so loved 
the world, that whosoever layeth down his life for 
righteousness shall not perish, but have eternal life? 
No; the Word tells us that “God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal 
life’ (John 3:16). 

hy do men need to be saved? Because they are 
sinners. “For all have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God” (Rom. 3: 23). 

If, then, all men need to be saved, how can they 
be saved? By having their sins taken away, so that 
they ~~ be in God’s sight as though they had never 
sinned, 

And how can this be accomplished? Can the sinner 
take away his own sins? The question needs only. to 
be asked to see its answer. The sinner is “dead in 
trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1). If his sins are to 
be removed, it must be done for him: he cannot do 
it for himself, So it was a glad and wonderful day 
when a certain preacher, pointing to a certain Man, 
said “Behold, the Lamb of God, that taketh away 
the sin of the world!” (John 1:29). That Man, Son 
of man and Son of God, was the supreme Sacrifice 
who alone could save men. The night before he 
laid down his life he symbolized this sacrifice in the 
last supper, as “he took bread, and . . . brake it, and 
gave to them, saying, This is my body which is given 
for you... And the cup in like manner ... , This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, even that which 
is poured out for you” (Luke 22: 19, 20). And again: 
“This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured 
out for many unto remission of sins” (Matt. 26: 28). 

It takes a sinless Saviour to save sinful men. e 
have that sinless Saviour in JeSus Christ, and in him 
alone. His was the supreme sacrifice, — the only sac- 
rifice that saves sinners from the penalty and the 
power of sin. 

When men lay down their lives for others, they 
are making their supreme sacrifice. Let us honor them 
for it, let us thank God for their unselfish love, their 
counting not their life a thing to be held on to, their 
readiness to give all for others. But the sinner’s 
supremest sacrifice is not sufficient to atone for his 
own sin. If it were, we should find something in 
the Word of God calling upon men to make this 
sacrifice that they might be saved. 

If there were anything that sinful man could do 
to save himself, the laying down_of his own life 
would surely be that thing. But God tells us there 
is no work the sinner can do for his salvation: he is 
without hope and without God in the world (Eph. 
2:12). Therefore it is that God did for sinful men 
what sinful men could never do for themselves: he 
provided a Saviour. and a sinless one, who went to 
the uttermost of sacrifice to provide our salvation. 

If men’s supreme sacrifice does save them, then 
Christ’s supreme sacrifice was unnecessary. But it 
was not unnecessary: God makes no mistakes. Nor 
was Christ’s sacrifice only one of two or more ways 
by which men can be saved, Christ’s sacrifice on the 
one hand, and men’s sacrifice on the other. God’s 
Word leaves us in no doubt as to this, when he de- 
clares, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for 
there is none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4: 12). 

Christ’s was a once-for-all sacrifice, which cannot 
be shared by men, and which cannot be added to. 
For “He, when he had offered one sacrifice for sins 
forever, sat down on the right hand of God” (Heb. 
10:12). There, in the shed blood of Christ, was the 
one and only remission of men’s sins; and “where 
remission . . . is, there is no more offering for sin” 
(Heb. 10: 18). 

A clear-sighted, Scriptural writer in England, D. M. 
Panton, has shown how conclusively the Bible settles 


it for us that men’s self-sacrifice can never save from 
‘sin. He calls attention to God’s record of those who 
had sacrificed their lives even unto death, and who were 
saved, — but not by that sacrifice. They are described 
in Revelation 12: 10, 11, as included in “the salvation 

. . of our God,” and as overcomers. But how saved, 
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Are You Having Victory To-day? 





“The Lord is my shepherd” 
(Psa. 23 : 1) 





how overcomers of the power of Satan? “They over- 
came him because of the blood of the Lamb.”. Not 
by arn oe own blood, but by believing in the 
Lamb of and his shed blood. “It is not their 


. blood and the blood of the Lamb; it is net-their blood 


as a continuation of the blood of the Lamb; it is not 
their blood alone; it is not their blood at all; their 
conquest of hell has no other basis than another Per- 
son’s blood, and that Person God’s own appointed 
and sacrificed Lamb. ‘They washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb: there- 
fore are they before the Throne’ (Rev. 7:14). Their 
own blood ts never named, nor even remembered.” 


The soldier’s sacrifice of his own life is not the 
remedy for the soldier’s sin. There is only one 
remedy for that: the sacrifice of the Captain of our 
Salvation. That is the remedy that God longs to have 
all men accept, that they may be saved. 

Many a soldier, praise God, has been clear-visioned 
as to salvation, and has refused to be deceived by the 
kind-hearted but tragically mistaken assurances of un- 
consciously false friends that his own sacrifice will 
“make it all right.” As he has faced death on the 
battlefield, he wants some better assurance than the 


om 


record of his own life, even the record of his own 
death. Wide circulation has been given, as it 

to be, to that word of a soldier in a concert given for 
the entertainment of a camp,-who rose and expressed 
his appreciation of all that -had been done for them, 
and then added: “But we are off to the front to-mor- 
row; and I do not know how to die—TI am not pre- 
pared to meet God.” That soldier was longing for 
the message of the all-sufficient blood-sacrifice of the 
Christ’ who was yearning to be his Saviour. 


God is love. All of God’s all-loving resources were 
gathered up in the infinite sacrifice and the all-suffi- 
cient provision of his only Son as the Saviour of the 
world. By his Holy Spirit there has been a glorious 
harvesting of souls from the of the soldiers 
during these last dark four years. And, remember- 
ing the infinite resources of this all-loving God, let 
us be sure, as a writer in “The Life of Faith” in 
England has pointed out, that God has ways, of which 
we may not know, to bring his salvation through 
Christ to the conscious acceptance of the soldier on 
the battlefield?) We may well believe that many a 
dear fellow who had known of the sacrifice of Christ 
before the war, but who had never accepted it, in 
some moment of crisis time in the war, or alone in 
trench or camp in the silence of the night, turned as 
a little child to the heart of that Saviour and, though 
no man knew it, was born again through faith in 
Christ. The dying thief on the cross had such a new 
birth; and we may well believe that many a dying 
soldier has passed from death into life. There is 
comfort in this for sorrowing hearts; and there will 
be blessed surprises in heaven, and at the coming of 
our Lord, when we see the great host of those who 
are saved by the blood of the Lamb. 





This Summer’s Victorious Life Conferences 


As last year, the Board of Managers of the Vic- 
torious Life -Conferences have planned -a transcon- 
tinental trio of such conférences, for June, July, and 
August, spanning the United States from the Atlantic 


to the Pacific. 

The first of these three will be held at Whittier, 
California, June 21-29. Whittier is fourteen miles 
southeast of Los Angeles, easily accessible, and the 
Conference will be held at Whittier College, the 
buildings and grounds of which offer ideal facilities. 
Some fifteen hundred persons, attended last year’s 
Victorious Life Conference at Whittier, and the pro- 

ram is almost identically that which has been fol- 
owed in recent years at the Conference at Prince- 
ton. Among the speakers will be Dr. W. H. Griffith 
Thomas, of Wycliffe College, Toronto; and Mr. 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday 
School Times. : 

For reservations at the Whittier Conference, and 
for full information, address Professor J. Morris 
Kimber, Whittier College, Whittier, California. 


The great annual State Convention of the Cali- 
fornia Christian Endeavor Union is to be held at 
Long Beach, June 28-July 2. Christian Endeavor is 
about the “biggest thing religiously” in the state of 
California, oat the young people in the Christian 
Endeavor Societies have, in the Lord, done great 
things for the church in that state. Several 
thousand delegates are expected; the-theme of the 
Convention is “The Conquering Christ.” There will 
be a strong emphasis on the prayer life and Bible 
study, Long Beach-is not far from Whittier, and 
Dr. Griffith Thomas and Mr. Trumbull will speak 
~ sessions of this Christian Endeavor Convention 
also. 

For reservations at the Long Beach Christian En- 
deavor Convention, and for full information, address 
Ben J. Small, General Secretary, 1125 Adeline 
Street, Oakland, California. 


The Eastern Victorious Life Conference will be 
held, as heretofore, the “third full week in July,” 
which this year is July 19-27. The commodious 
grounds and buildings of the Stony Brook Confer- 
ence, at Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y., have been 
secured, ana the Victorious Life Conference will be 
held there this summer instead of at Princeton, 
N. J., as formerly. Stony Brook is very accessible 
from New York City (about fifty-five miles), and 
has the advantage of the invigorating salt air of the 
ocean and Long Island Sound. Among the speakers 
will be Dr. Griffith Thomas, Mrs. McClure, Mr. Mc- 
Quilkin, Mr. Trumbull, with others yet to be an- 
nounced. Reservations and information may. be had 
by addressing the Victorious Life Conference, 600 
Perry Building, Sixteenth and Chestnut Streets, 
Philadelphia. 


The Middle West Victorious Life Conference will 
be held, as last year, at Cedar Lake, Indiana, on 
the beautiful grounds known as “Restawhile,” be- 
longing to the Moody Church of Chicago. Cedar 
Lake is forty miles from Chicago, on the Monon 








Road. The date of the Conference is August 23-31. 
The speakers will include Dr. Griffith Thomas, Mr. 
Robert C. McQuilkin, formerly Associate Editor of 
The Sunday School Times,’ Mrs. Alice E. McClure, for 
fifteen years a missionary in India and one of the 
leaders in the Sialkot Coriventions so intimately as- 
sociated with the great revival movements in North 
India, now a traveling Secretary for the Student 
Volunteer Movement. Reservations, and full infor- 
mation, may be had by addressing Victorious Life 


Conference, The Moody Church, 123 West North , 


Avenue, Chicago. 


A 


Were There Any Egyptians 
in the Exodus ? 


Were the people that crossed the Red Sea all Israel- 
ites, or were there any Egyptians among them?—A 
Maryland Reader, 


A “mixed multitude” crossed the Red Sea and 
accompanied the children of Israel on their wilder- 
ness wanderings. This “mixed multitude” is referred 
to in Exodus 12:38, “And a mixed multitude 
went up also with them”;-and again in Numbers 11: 
4, “and the mixed multitude that was among them 
lusted exceedingly: and the children of Israel also 
wept again, and said, Who shall give us flesh to eat?” 

There is every reason to believe that this mixed 
multitude was composed chiefly of Egyptians. The 
mass of them were probably of the poorer type, with 
the slaves.of both Egyptians and Hebrews. ‘The 
Companion Bible, — Fausset and. Brown, and 
Dean James M. Gray concur in this view. 

There are two illuminating marginal comments in 
the Scofield Reference Bible about the mixed multi- 
tude. At Exodus 12:38, the marginal note reads, 
“This mixed multitude, standing for unconverted 
church members, was a source of weakness and di- 
vision, then as now. There had been a manifestation 
of divine power, and men were drawn to it without 
change of heart. Cf. Luke 14: 25-27.” And this is the 
note on Numbers 11: 4, “Unconverted church members, 
unable to desire or understand Christ as the Bread of 
God, will clamor for things pleasing -to the flesh in 
the work and way of the Church: sumptuous build- 
ings, ornate ritual, and easy doctrines. Alas! they 
lead away the unspiritual believers also.” 

That wise wall-builder, Nehefniah, no doubt re- 
membering what a snare the mixed multitude had 
been during the Exodus, was not going to take any 
chances with it. “It came to pass, when they had heard 
the law, that they separated from Israel all the 
mixed multitude” (Neh. 13: 3). : 

Undoubtedly the mixed multitude was composed 
chiefly of Egyptians, and Egypt is consistently in 
Scripture a type of the world. Trouble always fol- 
lows when the unconverted world flows into the Church. 
This fact seems to be better realized on the nfission 
field than in the home churches, and the spirituality 
and service of missionary churches is frequently far 
more pure and effective use they emphasize pro- 
bation and discipline. 
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Matt. 6: 5-15; Luke 18: 1-14 
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When I Told the Belgian Queen. a Story 





About the King, a trooper, and a Gospel 


By Mrs. Ralph C. Norton 





miscellaneous assortment of boxes; outside, M. 
le Chauffeur Belge, and sharing the wide seat with 
him, two very tall soldierly Americans. watiol 

I believe the Belgian countryside must be sontly 
becoming acquainted with this sight, for every wee 
the three are away, carrying their precious gifts to 
different quarters, and returning, grimy but trium- 
hant and very happy. And Messrs. Donald G. Barn- 
Lethe and George wea Childs Steel, our newly 
arrived helpers from America, who share the seat 
of the military motor truck with the chauffeur, are 
rapidly acquiring colloquial French and are- having 
invaluable opportunities of contact with the native 
population. ; - 

his week they are yg! several days in the 
Hainout region, and will be holding some meetings 
there, speaking through interpreters. I suspect some 
of the meetings will be held in peasant kitchens, but 
that will make them all the more enjoyable and their 
Belgian brothers in Christ will take these new friends 
to their hearts, just as they have taken us. - : 

Christian friends of America who have supplied 
the contents of these boxes of clothing, and some of 
whom have, with their own hands, packed and pre- 
pared the hiige cases for shipment, would rejoice in 
accompanying the gifts on their way from the port 
of coubaticatitis to the time when the garments are 
laid in eager, outstretched hands. I am going to 
take them with us on such a trip to Tournai and a 
tiny outlying village, Rongy. 

A Gospel “Spiel” to German Prisoners 

First Of all, there is the visit to Antwerp to load 
the cases. We find them all securely tucked away 
in a great cage, kept securely locked. Our boxes 
are the special care of a kindly officer whose heart 
the Lord has inclined toward us, and we can have 
no fear now but that they will be carefully guarded. 
Then there are the waiting droves of German pris- 
oners, ready under the supervision of a Belgian ser- 
geant to load on the waiting “camion” the cases we 
wish to take back to Brussels with us. 

One day my heart was so deeply touched at the 
sight of these forlorn, stooping, gray-clad prisoners 
figures (albeit much better cared for and_consider- 
ately treated than our own poor men in Germany), 
that I summonéd-one of their number who spoke 
English and had been in America, and said to him: 
“IT want you to translate for these men a few words 
I wish to say.” So scores of them gathered around 
us, all work suspended for the moment by the kind 
indulgence of the Belgian officer, and I delivered my 
little message. 

“Aren’t you glad you have a republic now instead 
of an autocracy?” I began. “And I hope you will 
make it as truly a success as our own prosperous 
and happy democracy has proved to be.” Vigorous 
nods and grunts of approval followed this beginnirlg. 
Then I ventured a little farther: 

“Do you know what caused this war?” I continued. 
“It was the fact that Germany threw the Bible over- 
board — the precious gift delivered to her by the 
hand of the faithful servant of God, Martin 
Luther. She threw it away and followed the mam- 
mon of unrighteousness, and see where it has brought 
her. Shan’t we ali return to the Bible and to the 


Apncome military “camion,”—inside, a 


Christ of the Bible?” ° : 
There were serious faces now and tears in some 
eyes. 


“Have you got Bibles with. you?” 

“No; all were lost in the last retreat.” 

“Very well, when my husband goes again to Lon- 
don, he will get German Gospels for all of you.” 
Smiles of satisfaction and murmured thanks and the 
impromptu meeting broke up. 

I am reminded just here of an incident in the last 
rot offensive, when the gallant and incomparable 

elgian army drove their path back through their 
beloved land and won their way again to their own 


firesides. Peter, our beloved and pioneer “trench ’ 


apostle,” came to us in Brussels bringing us two 
souvenirs —one of sinister nature, for it was a 
poniard which had pierced the eye and brain of a 
German machine gunner. Peter found him’ seated 
before his machine gun, cold and dead, and propped 
before him against his gun, a Catholic prayer-book, 
for he was a Bavarian, and the book was opened at 
the “Prayers for Peace”! Peter brought both book 
and poniard to us, and said: “He was beyond my 
help, but some way I had the feeling he knew the 
Lord and was at home with Him.” 

But to return to the heavily loaded “camion.” An 
hour and a half would bring us to Brussels. Here 
in a large warehouse room loaned by a Christian 
friend, boxes are unpacked and articles sorted. 


— 


“We are planning to issue 100,000 French and 
and another 100,000 Flemish Gospels, and 25,000 
French and 25,000 Flemish Testaments, for which 
we shall need $20,000,” writes Mr. Ralph C. Nor- 
ton, of the Belgian Gospel Mission, successor to 
the British and Allied Soldiers’ Evangelistic Cam- 
op In addition, $10,000 worth of tracts ought 
to purchased for distribution. Before April 
35,000 pounds of Quaker Oats, 20,000 cans of 
condensed milk, and 20,000 pounds of chocolate 
had been distributed to the needy Belgians. “We 
still need more gifts of clothing and shoes, and 
particularly now we need women’s shoes, and 
some men’s,” Mr. Norton writes. A wonderfully 
commodious three-story headquarters building, 
with foyer, assembly rooms, offices, living rooms, 
storage rooms, kitchen, with a garage in the rear, 
has been secured in the heart of Brussels, at 17 
Rue du Gouvernement Provisoire. ing of 
the opening doors, Mr. Norton concludes, “I have 
never written for the prayers of Sunday 

Times readers with such a sense of need as now.” 
Will you pray, and if led to give, please send 
gifts to C. G. Trumbull, Treasurer of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 





. 





Day after day, our guests arrive. Little ones from 
orphanages come clattering in their wooden sabots 
to receive their first new shoes for years. Whole 
families come, and select things according to their 
needs and,—what is most touching,—all except the 
poorest, or families of soldiers whom we will not per- 
mit to pay, insist on paying a little something (a 
fraction of the actual value) for what they receive. 

“It will, go to help those who are still poorer,” 
they assure us, and pastors have impressed upon us 
the necessity of permitting them to do so, as we must 
not allow their self-respect to suffer. All money 
thus received is turned back into the general fund. 

However, as we have despatched boxes to espe- 
cially needy centers, we have sent word that under no 
circumstances will money be accepted. We cannot 
but glory in this spirit of the Belgian people, who, 
without work and so terribly impoverished, yet re- 
tain the desire ever to minister to others poorer than 
themselves and not to accept for nought that for 
which they can pay something, be it ever so little. 

And another pathetic thing I have noticed — how 
on Sundays the very poor, gathering in their tiny 
places of worship, look always so proper, so neat, 
in their decent black. Their garments will be turned 
and patched and shiny, but they will be brushed and 
spotless, If they have no shoes to wear, they will 
stay at home, they will not come to the House of 
God in wooden sabots. 


A Baby’s Layette; A Mother’s Pledge 


Before we begin the journey to Tournai, I must 
relate an incident growing out of a gift of a baby’s 
complete layette, which was discovered in one of 
the boxes shipped from Germantown by Mrs. Haines 
and her assistants in the Department of Comforts. 

First of all: it was the tall soldiér Oscar that was 
won to faith in the Lord Jesus during the war. Then 
we came to Brussels in December, 1918, and I visited 
his home; his gentle little wife was the next to fol- 
low in his steps. On a subsequent visit to her home, 
Oscar’s wife had invited a new little bride, who, with 
her husband, was living in the same building, to join 
her in hearing me read and explain the Bible. For 
the first time the little bride heard the truths of 
the Bible, and when the young husband “happened 
in,” they both said to me: “It is so beautiful and so 
easy to understand.” Now some time later to this 
little mother-to-be had come the gift of tiny gar- 
ments. What may her response mean to the kingdom 
of God! She wrote me: 

“I do not know how to express my gratitude for 
your delicate attention to me, my situation having 
made it impossible so far to spend anything for the 
little one who will so soon be born. We are delighted. 
All this proves that you really consider those around 
you as brothers: and sisters. Touched by all your 
affection we are convinced that this can only be 
prompted by your faith, your only aim being to serve 
in all and for all, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

“I hereby promise to bring up my child according 
to your teachings, that he may be worthy of you, and 
that he may be always a devoted servant of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.—Madame L.” 

Needless to say, we are visiting from time to time 
this dear young couple, and she and Oscar’s wife 
are coming to my weekly Bible class for women, 
which ever grows in interest and attendance; and 


TU Oe 9 RR ARE Be Sua a So 


it is such as these who will form the nucleus for 
our weekly Gospel services, which will be begun at 
such a time as our Hall will be ready for occupancy. 

But now the “camion” is loaded and five of us 
“fitted in” to the small military automobile provided 
for our visit to Tournai and Rongy. “Fitted in” is 
the word, for the two tall Americans take consider- 
able adjustment to dispose comfortably of their 
lengthened pedal extremities. From the front seat I 
hear an occasional groan behind me and an exhor- 


tation from “Donald” to “Drexel,” or vice versa, to 


give him a chance to straighten out. 

We cross the terrible battlefields and in a few 
hours’ time, having made a detour to visit Ypres, we 
reach Tournai. 

Here we spend Sunday and meet with the few 
Protestants in their morning service, and have the 
blessed opportunity of witnessing in song and story. 
The experience is repeated in the afternoon at Rong 
some twelve kilometers away. We arrive in a blind- 
ing snowstorm, and the Protestant Church is bittefly 
cold and draughty asthe wind whistles deonsh 
broken windows and ceiling during the service. This 
little church, paid for by no one can tell what sharp 
sacrifices of the peasant members, before the war 
was their pride and joy. Miraculously it was spared 
during those long days of bombardment, when bombs 
fell all about it, pitting churchyard and fields on 
every side, and when the poor peasant people, bereft 
of all, must hide for their very lives in their dark, 
unwholesome cellars, for weeks at a time. 


The Bomb-pitted Church at Rongy 


It escaped destruction but with some damage, the 
reparation of which would mean an outlay of 500 
francs. But how could they provide that sum, $100? 
It was quite impossible. Yet they borrowed 200 
francs and commenced the work. When I heard this 
and looked into tHeir care-worn faces, at their gnarled 
and knotted hands, rendered so by days and nights 
of unremitting toil, so much of it gone for nought 
by reason of the vandalism of the Germans, who 
had taken their all, to the last cow, the last fowl, I 
craved the personal privilege of repairing their little 
church. A little mental calculating and I was able 
to announce at the little service that afternoon my 
intention. They met my offer gravely but gratefully, 
just as the previous day they had taken from our 
hands gifts of clothing and food. They have suf- 
fered too much and are yet too repressed to exhibit 
much joy, — rather they show their gratitude by tears. 
But to-day’s mail brought a letter from their pastor. 
In the name of his church he thanks us and gives 
us as his special message this from the Word: “He 
that doeth good is of God” (3 John 11). 

So back again to Brussels, our little trip completed. 
On a Monday recently, my husband being in Eng- 
land, I received a command to appear at the Royal 
Palace. The Queen received me alone and pinned 
something on my coat, but better still accorded me 
a half hour’s uninterrupted interview. 

Before I left Her Majesty’s' presence I said: “Might 
I be permitted to relate to -you a true story of how 
one soldier, who fell later at Pervyse, found faith 
in God?” As she graciously assented, I told her. the 
story, which had come to me direct from the chaplain, 
whom I know, and to whom the soldier had related 
his experience. * 

The soldier had received a Gospel at the Front. He 
read of God, but because he could not see Him he 
could not believe in his reality and in his omnipres- 
ence. But he longed to believe. One night at the 
Yser, he was on sentry duty. Alone in the presence 
of danger, his thoughts turned again to God. 
only he could believe. 

As he thought, he was aware of some one behind 
him. He knew some one was standing there, yet did 
not dare to turn his head to see. .At last, ever so 
little, he did turn his head, and he saw his King! 
Yes, it was his King! —standing sentry duty with 
him — sharing in the every experience of his soldiers. 
For two hours behind him, motionless, stood his 
monarch, and in that interval* as he thought and 
prayed, came faith, faith in God through Christ. The 
presence of his King, silent yet so near, the marvel 
of the whole experience, had brought to him faith 
in the presence and personality of God. 

There were tears in the eyes of the Queen when 
I had finished. “I shall tell it to the King,” she said 
softly. 


Out again into the clear sunshine of the spring day,’ 


and a little later, my steps turned to a different quar- 
ter of the city, where were poor houses and humble 
folk, but what joy, for in Palace or hovel it is with 
Him. 

BrwuSSELs. 
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Over the Top with Big Percentages 


How three Sunday-Schools solved the summer slump problem, and attained the Times’ Honor Roll 





tiful time all through the hot summer months 

of July and August, and then with the com- 
ing of September, and the order for “gasless Sun- 
days,” our enthusiasm only grew apace. Fathers 
and mothers walked to Sunday-school bringing their 
children with them, or else the horse was harnessed 
and the neglected family carriage was gotten out 
and all the family came. 

We are just a small Front Line Rural School with 
eighty-two members; meeting in one big room with 
a screened corner for the httle Beginners; one of 
those schools where the Men’s Bible Class retire 
to the basement for their lesson period, returning 
to the main room for the closing exercises of the 
school, 

We are regular subscribers to The Sunday School 
Times for our teachers. When the issue of May 25th, 
1918, came to us with outlined plans for a summer 
attendance contest the article was read in our 
teachers’ meeting. After discussion, consideration 
and earnest prayer, we decided to enter it. Two 
of the teachers were appointed a committee-in-charge 
and the following Sunday the plans were outlined 
before the school. 

Then a question arose. We found ourselves 
handicapped — the fact that some of our members 
would be away on their vacations throughout July 
and August. What should be done with them? We 
decided that all names must be carried on the roll 
for the entire time. So we got in touch with our 
absentees, told them of the contest, and urged them to 
attend Sunday-school wherever they might be and 
to bring back to us a signed Visitors’ card, as they 
would then be given credit: in our school. This they 
did in a number of instances. 

To awaken interest we began having some special 
feature in the opening exercises of the school each 
Sunday. A recitation, a reading, the singing of a 
5 ecial hymn, or a brief program arranged by our 

emperance or Missionary Superintendent. We also 
had welcome visitors in the person of visiting minis- 
ters, who were filling the pulpit of a neighboring 
church while the pastor was away on his vacation. 
These friends were most helpful and encouraging 
in their talks to the school. 

To keep the matter ever before the school, each class 
was urged to devise an attendance chart or roll to 
be placed on the wall near their class. A large 
“Chart of Star Classes” was hung at the rear of 
the platform. Every Sunday as each class reported 
sixty percent or over the committee placed a gold 
star to its credit; if it failed, the space was left 
blank. Out of the seven classes in our school three 
had a perfect record, three failed on one Sunday 
each, and the remaining class had fivé blanks, but to 
its credit be it told that it had one hundred percent 
on the last two Sundays and sixty-eight percent for 
the entire time, the school having seventy-eight per- 
c 


Wir we did it! And we just had a beau- 


ent. 

The wall charts promptly placed were altogether 
original and every class was on tiptoe to see what 
the other classes had gotten out. As time went on 
these charts grew more and more interesting, very 
attractive, and good to look upon. 

The little Beginners made chains of red, white, and 
blue paper; the red signifying attendance, white ab- 
sence, and blue attendance with a perfect recitation 
of the Golden Text. One little girl said she liked 
all the colors, but she did not like what the red and 
white stood for; she liked the blue because it meant 
that you were there and recited your Golden Text. 
One little boy had a perfect record for the Quarter. 

A Junior class of boys styled themselves “The 
Hustlers,” and they well deserved the name, for they 
carried off the honors of the whole school, having 
five one hundred percent Sundays. The rivalry was 
keen. In the beginning of the contest one boy went 
out on his bicycle and another boy drove around in 
the carriage rounding up all the delinquents, and 
the next Sunday these stray boys were there and 
every Sunday afterward as well. The chart gotten 
out by this class gave the names of the members 
and was spaced for thirteen Sundays. If present 
they had a flag placed to their credit, but if absent 
the space was left blank. 

The teacher of a-class of girls — Juniors — worked 
out a novel chart founded on 2 Peter 1: 1-7. The class 
was divided into two teams and when either side 
had perfect attendance a labeled block in different 
colors was pasted on the chart straight, but if the 
block slanted, it indicated imperfect attendance on 
that side. The blocks were added one to another in 
column form and labeled, — “Righteousness, Grace, 
Peace, Diligence, Faith, Virtue, Knowledge, Tem- 
perance, Patience, Godliness, Brotherly indness, 
Charity, Salvation Through Christ.” 


It resulted in 











five members having perfect records and three one 
hundred percent Sundays for the class. 

Secondary Division class of boys used a fan, 
writing the names of the members on the folds. 
Small stars were used, silver meaning attendance; 
blue, absence, the white and blue being the colors of 
the Secondary Division. This class scored three 
one hundred percent Sundays. These “Reliables” 
were very ambitious to excel “The Hustlers,” but did 
not succeed, owing to the neglect of a few of the 
members. The class president forfeited his dinner 
one day that he might be there on time and keep 
up the average. 

A class of young ladies had a beautiful chart. One 
member drew a tree having as many branches as 
there were names on the roll. A name was written 
on each brarich and red cherries pasted when pres- 
ent and green leaves when absent. There was only 
one drawback, the green leaves added so much to 
the beauty of the tree that the young ladies thought 
it worth while to be absent at times. The tree was 
the cause of much favorable comment. 

The attendance in the Ladies’ Bible Class was 
shown by a cHart “showing a wheel divided by as 
many spokes as there were class members. The 
names were written in the spaces and red and gold 
stars, O. A. B. C. colors, affixed, gold for attendance, 
and red for absence. 

The Men’s Bible Class kept record on a large chart 
containing the names of the class members, and 
spaced for attendance. Neither the men nor the 
women stayed at home to entertain friends, but 
brought them with them. The interest grew more 
intense each Sunday and even extended beyond our 
regilar members. Biery Sunday there were visitors 
and when the last Sunday came we had to scurry 
around to find enough chairs to seat our friends. 

We cannot begin to estimate the value of this con- 
test to our school. As a part of the closing exercises 
the Secretary came forward and announced the num- 
ber present in each class, and their percentage. This 
was so highly appreciated that the president of the 
Men’s Bible Class requested that the Secretary con- 
tinue to make this announcement each Sunday. We 
feel as though we have been having Rally Day every 
Sunday for. the past three months, yet we are going 
on and planning for a real Rally Day next Sunday. 
As a part of our service, each class will report as 
to what the contest has Meant to them. 

The regular attendance has increased our finances; 
and the contest has solved a problem for us. For 
the past two years we have held monthly socials 
(without money and without price). Each year the 
question comes up, How shall we appoint our com- 
mittees? The contest has answered it for this year. 
The class having the highest percentage will take 
charge of the first social (October). The class with 
second average, the next, and so on down the line. 

We trust that good results will be manifest in the 
spiritual life of the school and reach out into the 
commu ity, since our conscientious Christian teachers 
are striving to bring the Gospel truth before their 

upils in such a manner: that it will aid in develop- 
ing strong Christian characters—Mrs. A. B. Barca- 
low, Somerton, Penna, 


> 


Ninety Percent Attendance in 
Southern Summer 


Oye is only a small church of working people 
in the old, dilapidated part of the city, none of 
the members living near the church. Our pastor re- 
signed some months ago, since when we have had 
preaching only twice. After he left, four women 
who had been meeting for Bible study in the church 
every Sunday afternoon for several years deter- 
mined to see what could be done to save their little 
Sunday-school. 

With the Session’s, approval and the Superinten- 
dert’s help, the school was studied. by two teachers 
in the church, and literature and lines_of study were 





carefully adapted to the three classes 
the Sunday-school. The Bible class was 
and a good teacher secured. The Juniors were 
to s the Junior Quarterly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States; with its excel- 
lent Home Study for daily work, and required to 
learn and recite to the Superintendent several ques- 
tions in the catechism every Sunday. They were 
also asked to keep the alcove, where the prima 
class met, as clean and attractive as possible’ wi 
flowers and other things, and to gather up and put 
away all books after every session of the dei. 
young woman who had been a hard worker in 
the afternoon Bible class was put in charge of the 
rima class. Besides their lesson cards, they 
earned and recited to the Superintendent several 
uestions in the. Catechism, and their teacher care- 
‘ully taught them the words of songs suited to such 
little singers, while the organist taught them the 
tunes. ey had an Honor Roll on their wall, too. 
Their teacher and members from the Bible class 
would go for them and see that they returned home 
safely, so their mothers liked to have them come. 
We had just gotten work started under our new 
régime when The Sunday School Times of May 25 
came, with its call to a summer atiendance contest. 
The Junior teacher proposed that we enter, and the 
whole school enlisted with enthusiasm. We main- 
tained a ninety percent attendance all through our 
long hot Southern summer, many of the pupils walk- 
ing a a oy every Sunday without a -sii gle 
absence. e had no picnics, excursions, entertain- 
ments of any kind, for we were all at work, and 
besides it was wartime. We maintained a ninety per- 


_cent attendance and one hundred percent interest by 


the simplest and oldest methods — the only ones that 
our leaders believe will starid the test of all time: 

1. Churcl. ‘officers, Sunday-school officers, and 
teachers meeting together and working. together with 


‘a purpose and plan. 
2 Ce 


oing after the pupils, seeing that they returned 
<a on. time, and taking a. personal ‘interest. in 
them. 

3. Careful adaptation of all instruction to the needs 
and capacities of the pupils, so as to hold their in- 
terest and make them feel they were attaining some- 
thing, and above all strict adherence to Bible study. 

4- Making and marking Sunday and the Sunday- 
school as-something different and more worthy of 
time, attention, and self-sacrifice than anything else. 

We thank you for the summer attendance contest, 
which has been a blessing to us—Mrs. Carrie W. 
Little, Columbia, Tex. : 


An Average of 87 Percent Despite 
the Texas Sun 


EWARDS are wonderful incentives. God the 

Father, omnipotent and omniscient, and knowing 
“what was in man” attests this fact in the numer- 
ous rewards he offers in the Holy Scriptures. Now 
the members of a certain Presbyterian, Sunday- 
school in sunny Texas “have respect unto the recom- 
pense of the reward,” and so when the announce- 
ment was made of the offer of The Sunday School 
Times to place all Sunday-schools maintaining an 
average of sixty percent of their enrolment during 
July, August, and September on an Honor Roll, we 
forthwith and immediately determined that our name 
should be one of the successful ones. 

How. this distinction could be attained was the 
next question; so the Superintendent, officers, teachers 
and other workers met in prayerful counsel to de- 
vise- ways and means. Many plans were suggested, 
but the two which were carried out proved success- 
ful beyond the most sanguine expectations. 

There are one hundred names on the roll, and as a 
result of our united plans the attendance never 


“went below seventy-four, and the majority of the 


time there were eighty-five or ninety present in spite 
of the fact that the mercury was standing around 
100 degrees Fahrenheit all of July and August. When 
we averaged our attendance we found we had made 
eighty-seven percent. We had gone way “over the 
top.” So we earned our title to a place on the 
Honor Roll. And this is what we did. Our wide- 
awake Superintendent, realizing the value of the un- 
expected, as well as the importance of variety in 
spiritual diet, planned a surprise for the young folks 
every Sunday. Having found in the Book Stall at 
Moody Bible Institute a copy of “Twenty-five Ob- 
ject Lessons for Twenty-five Cents,” by Rodeheaver 
and others, he mastered them and used them to illus- 
trate the main truth in the lesson for the day. 
One or two examples will suffice: On the day when 


















Pad Ses Foor 
inc Goatheed 


uae Fad 


fh et. 








Po PS PIETER PR, OF PET aN 


t 






Lesson for June 15 
Matt. 6:5-15; Luke 18: 1-4 


to God” was the subject, the old story of 
the “wishing cap” was told, how, when ney one wore 
this fairy cap he could have any wish fulfilled. Then 
_a sweet young junior girl was called forward to, 


- “Prayi 


_ have placed on her head, Nor the fairy “wishing cap” 
but a pretty band of dark blue ribbon with “Prayer” 
printed across the front and the word “WINNER” on 
each end, the Superintendent emphasizing the truth 
of John 14: 14, “If ye shall ask anything in my name 
I will do it”—a precious promise, far outstrippin; 

any “wishing cap.” Thus the a. _privilege, an 

power ok ged in the young Christian’s life were 

© illustrate the lesson on “Growing Stronger” a 
fascinating paper-cutting feature kept the attention 
concentrated and the interest intense. As the smooth 
white piece of paper was folded into shapes, at first 
difficult to e true, but the next time falling 
_ naturally where the creases were made, the impor- 
_ tance of forming good habits was easily brought out. 
After a few short snips with the scissors, the paper 
was unfolded, and then we saw a pretty pilot wheel 
and the truth of our dependence upon Christ asthe 
only one to help us “Grow Stronger.” 

On “Fruits of the Christian Life” a stunted stalk 
of cotton, a medium-sized, and one extra fine stalk 
full of bolls were shown. “What made such a difference 
in development?” was asked, and eager little boys 
answered quickly, “lack of rain,” “poor cultivation,” 
“poor soil.” How easy then to show the need of 
daily prayer and Bible study in every Christian’s 
life, that they might bear “much fruit.” 

But the Superintendent was not alone in his ef- 
forts. The two organized Adult Bible Classes, com- 
posed one of men and one of women, feeling their 
part of the responsibility, entered into a friendly 
contest to gain new members and to secure regular 
attendance. The interest was keen, and each Sun- 
day the record of both was noted and complimentary 
comment given the winner for the day. This plan 
secured more adult members in regular attendance 
in this school than had been on the roll for several 
years. 

In addition to these two special efforts, every 
teacher was faithful, the’ Music Committee had stir- 
ring music, in fact the Sunday-school is called the 
“singing Sunday-school,” and each Sunday’s pro- 

ram was carried out with a swing and a vim that 
fet the interest aoe, Also special days, as “Boys’ 
Day,” “Girls’ Day,” “Patriotic Day,” “Service Flag 
Day,” were observed. These proved quite a success. 

or example, on “Girls’ Day” the girls practically 
conducted ‘the opening exercises, reading the Scrip- 
ture and furnishing the music, which consisted of 
duets, solos, and choruses, contributed by the differ- 
ent classes. Much interest was aroused and a strong 
effort made to have every girl present on that Sun- 
day. As a result, the bulletin board that day re- 
ported, “Girls, 35.” Thus the hot days of summer 
passed and the heat was forgotten in our endeavor 
to make each Sunday-school session more interest- 
ing than the last. 

e oe the fruits of our labors on Rally Day, 
October 6, when our attendance reached the high- 
water mark of one hundred and thirty-five with a 
generous offering of $76.15 for Sunday-school Ex- 
tension, surpassing all former records. We had 
ained something more than a mere space on an 

onor Roll. I might add that out of twelve teachers 
in the Sunday-school, nine take The Surfday 
School Times, which we all feel is an indispensable 
help—Mrs. E. S. Goodwin, Gainesville, Tex. 


How the Magistrate Surprised Mr. Scott 


E PROVED to be a wide-awake man, keen-eyed 

and intelligent—this magistrate of a county, 
whom I was visiting,” says the Rev. Charles E. Scott, 
Presbyterian missionary at Tsinanfu, China. 

“This magistrate spoke English fairly well, and he 
was in touch with world-politics. He surprised me 
by confiding that he believed in the true God and that 
he prayed to him, seeking heavenly guidance in mak- 
ing his decisions. As the conversation progressed 
about things spiritual, he seemed really eager as to 
how to know the will of God. I explained to him 
John 7:17, showing that the ability to know that 
will is not so much a matter of human accomplish- 
ments as of willingness to obey God’s commands. 
Then he pulled out a fine edition of the New Testa- 
ment, and we talked over several passages that re- 
vealed how Saul was transformed into Paul —by 
‘the expulsive power’ of a new affection.’ 

“Finally, as we were leaving, he asked me to lead 
in prayer, which I did. It was a queer setting for 
petition to the living God —a heathen ruler oppressed 
with the sense of his insufficiency for his task and 
craving wisdom from above; a room where for years 
all kinds of devilment to oppress the people and 
gouge the well-to-do had been concocted; several 
secretaries listening in wonderment through the half- 
closed door, while henchmen,. itching with curiosity, 
poked holes in the paper window panes through which 
they peeked. 

“A native pastor and evangelist had accompanied 
me on the visit. According to custom, no Chinese 
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not in official life would dare ordinarily to approach 
“the father and mother ruler of a county,” much 
less indulge in converse. - In numerous instances, de- 
spite the establishment of the Republic, magistrates 
of the new régime still compel the people to ka tou 
in their presence. Inasmuch as we came to request 
this ruler’s support, official and financial, in estab- 
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lishing a chapel in his city, and his reception of us was 
thus cordial, the delight of these two friends and 
Christian workers may imagined. 

“I earnestly solitit your prayers for these magis- 
trates, to whom God has given us access, and with 
whom, following the example of Paul, I converse di- 
rectly and freely about the Gospel.” 





Scofield’s Clue to 


from the first 


How a massive expanded 
New Testament 


verse of 


— 


Real Bible Study 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 





MMEDIATELY after his conversion, in Septem- 

ber of 1879, Scofield had, as has already been pointed 

out, begun to study the Bible,—or he had begun 
to try to do so. He had speedily realized that he 
knew almost nothing of the Bible. The saving 
feature of his ignorance of the Word was that he 
knew that he was ignorant. He inevitably compared 
his own ignorance and that of most people concern- 
ing the Bible with his own. thoroughgoing mastery 
of other things that he had-taken up. Naturally a 
man of that sort could not be content to be a real 
Christian and have his Bible knowledge of a tenth- 
rate or even second-rate sort. He must master this 
as he had been mastering literature, history, and law. 

He made various attempts to study the Bible in 
spots. But he soon discovered that he could not 
understand the New Testament until he had studied 
the Old. Indeed, looking back to-day over his life- 
time experience in Bible study, he says emphatically 
that thete are not two best ways of studying any- 
thing, and there is only one best way to study the 
Bible: the way it is recorded. The way in which the 
Holy Spirit decided to record the facts that are 
brought together in the Bible was, first, by assembling 
in historical order the books of the Old Testament. 

The first verse of the New Testament gave the 
young convert the clue to proper Bible study. He 
read there, “The book of the generation of Jesus 
Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.” Now 
his old-time habit of investigation, dating back to 
boyhood days, asserted itself. The son of David — 
who is he? The son of Abraham —who is he? For 
that was evidently where the Bible, or the Holy 
Spirit, begins in recording the life and ministry of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Qh, yes, Scofield knew “some- 
thing” about Abraham, and he knew “something” 
about David, as will any one who has been brought 
up in a Christian family. “That is a part of the 
‘general knowledge of mankind,’ as we lawyers say,” 
said Dr. Scofield in telling of those early Bible-study 
experiences. - This “general knowledge,” that is, is 
such that in the courts you do not have to prove it. 
But, while. the names of David and Abraham were 
not meaningless to him, he did not know much 
about them, and he knew that he did not. 

When as a boy, stretched out on the floor before 
the open fire, he became so absorbingly interested in 
Shakespeare and biography and history that, whenever 
he came across an unknown name, he was driven to 
read every other book he could lay his hands on to 
find out more about that unknown name, and then 
went on to make a boyish but none the less earnest 
and serious map of universal history, he did not re- 
alize that God was preparing him for work in Bible 
study that was to put the whole Christian world un- 
der heavy debt to him, as an ambassador of Christ. 

This first verse of the first book of the New 
Testament drove Scofield back to an exhaustive study 
of David and Abraham. But as he began to dig into 
what the Bible had to tell about those two Old Testa- 
ment characters, he found that, in Bible study, as in 
everything else, he could not isolate anything; there 
was nothing to do but to go back and study the whole 
of the Old Testament. (What the more confirmed 
him in this was the example of Christ, as given in 
Luke 24: 27, 44. 

-And he did. e did not give up studying the New 
Testament in the meantime, — his soul-winning work 
compelled its use; but he did not patch up merely 
bits here and there and call it Bible study, as so 
many of us do. He went laboriously, thoroughly, 
painstakingly, tediously on with his work of finding 
ut what God really had to say in His Word. “My 
method of work, you see,” says Dr. Scofield in an 
apologetic way, “is not what would be called rapid; 
it cannot be made rapid.” Come to think of it, just 
what workers in this world who have put their gen- 
erations finder heavy debt for their life work, whether 
in the field of science, or invention, or literature, or 
art, have been rapid workers! The very idea of 
rapidity seems to exclude permanent, time-defyin 
results. God is not in a hurry; why should we be? 

Not only the first verse of the first chapter of the 
Gospel of Matthew turned Scofield back to the Old 





This is the fifth installment of the Life Story of C. I. Scofield, 
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Testament; but such words, spoken of John the Bap- 
tist, as “This is he that was spoken of by the 
prophet Esaias” (Matt. 3:3) also sent him back to 
the Old Testament for further information. So he 
must bone down to a personal study of the original 
sources, and take, not men’s epinions, but ’s 


ord. 

Not only did his ingrained habits of study force 

him to treat the Bible in this way, but he felt also 
that it was only reverent to study the Bible thor- 
oughly. He felt that God’s Word deserved it. He 
felt that there was no excuse for not studying the 
Bible in the most thorough way possible. It is not 
a big book; he had given far more time already to 
the study of other.books infinitely less worth while, 
valuable though they had been. Does it not seem 
strange that these self-evident facts, known in theory 
to all of us, have not driven more of us to the sort 
of Bible study which the young converted lawyer 
felt he must have? : 
. While the beginnings of this new and life-chang~ 
ing. study began immediately after his conversion, 
while ke was in St. Louis and still practising law, 
and while his trusted friend and Bible teacher Dr. 
Brookes guided him and advised his use of cer- 
tain helpful books, it was not until he gave himself 
up wholly to Christian work through accepting the 
pastorate of the church in Dallas that he really got 
well into his life-time Bible study. There he began 
to give his. people the results as he dug things out 
for himself. He preached these results in the pul- 
pit; and he held a regular week-day evening Bible 
class in his church. 

This week-day evening Bible class was not the 
mid-week prayer-meeting. That he believed should 
be kept for prayer and testimony; and under his 
pastorate and guidance his people soon had great lib- 
erty in this. In giving their testimonies as to how 
God had blessed them pastor Scofield would insist 
upon their giving a Scripture with every testimony, 
and they had great blessings from this use of the 
Scripture. 

The Bible study evenings were open to all who 
cared to come, and soon people were attending from 
other churches, and ministers also were coming. Be- 
fore long a Bible study class in the Y. M. C. A. was 
added to the weekly work, and the ministry was ex- 
tended. 

Among the more important of the by-products of 
the Dallas work must be mentioned the formation and 
training of a class of young men obviously having 
pastoral and evangelistic gifts. While many partici- 
pated in the instruction in part, ten such students 
continued through the course and, having made full 
proof of their spiritual gifts in many searching ex- 
periences, received ordination. It is gratifying to 
record that the seal of the Divine blessing has 
been wonderfully upon the varied ministry of these 
men. 

For fifteen years Mr. Scofield went patiently, 
studiously, comprehensively on in his thoroughgoing 
Bible study, mastering what he set out to do, as he 
hunted down through the pages of the Word of God 
the precious facts and truths that he was after, and 
that the Holy Spirit opened up and illuminated to 
him. Using the results of his work as he did for 
his constant teaching and preaching, he was keep- 
ing them also carefully written out in full notes, 
reserving them systematically. These studies were 
ater, and little by little, embodied in what finally be- 
came the Scofield. Bible Correspondence Course. This 
Course had begun by the issuing of pamphlets, cov- 
ering portions of the Word, until the time came when 
it was possible to bring such pamphlets together in 
the three Bible Correspondence Course volumes 
which have ‘been used by such great numbers, 
and which are to-day a permanent and rich contribu- 
tion to the Bible study of the English-speaking Chris- 
tian world. 

It was when Dr. Scofield accepted Mr. Moody’s in- - 
vitation to become pastor of the Congregational 
Church at Northfield (1895-1902) that the Corres- 
pondence Course was completed. Even then it was 
gone over again, and revised, references were veri- 
ed, and the whole was made more thorough and 
complete. 

Into it had gone fifteen years of unremitting study 
of the Bible. And by “study” is not meant the read- 


















302 


ing of a number of books of an expository and exe- 
getical nature, together with critical works. That 
also was done; but the foundation of it all was study 
of the Word itself. Oh, those days and nights of 
toil! And ever the rubbish heap grew —a stack 
for the sake of tracing out a single line sometimes 
= a sometimes a single word. People to whom 
the Scofield Correspondence Course or the Refer- 
ence Bible notes may seem very simple and easy do 
not realize that a vast ampunt of investigation and 
research went into deciding what not to put into 
annotations. The attainment of truth, the inter- 
relation of truth, the finding — few can know at what 
cost of toil—the — clearest word for the 
expression of truth: all this was part of the costli- 
ness of the study. And all this as a preparation 
though the toiler knew it not, for the making, years 
later, of the Reference Bible. 

About ten thousand different students, from prac- 
tically every country on earth and the islands of 
the sea, studied the Corstansaiedos Course while Dr. 
Scofield was personally in charge of it. This great 
number represented almost every walk in life. 
Many ministers wrote to Dr. Scofield that the Cor- 
respondence Course had transformed their ministry. 
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One such minister said that he had studied Hebrew 
and Greek in his bem ong | in order to be able to study 
the Bible in the original. But, like so many others, hav- 
ing thus learned the Hebrew and the Greek, his Bible 
study stopped right there,—rather, it never began. For 
he never studied the Bible until he came into touch 
with the Scofield Correspondence Course: and then 
for the first time he learned by experience what real 
study of God’s Word was. “ 

Dr. Scofield kept up the personal direction of: the 
Correspondence School work from 1890 to 1915. It 
having then become necessary for him to commit 
this laborious work to other hands, the Correspon- 
dence Department of the Moody Bible Institute made 
arrangements with him to take it over; and any lover 
of the Bible,-or one who wants to become an intelli- 
gent lover and student of the Bible, can now have 
access to the results of: those years of painstaki 
ouey by faking the course through the Moody Bible 
nstitute. 





1Full information may be had by addressing the Cor- 
respondence Department of The Moody Bible Institute, 153 
Institute Place, Chicago. 
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How to Apprehend the Holy Spirit 


Five steps in the New Testament doctrine of the spiritual life 
By John Weaver Weddell, 


D.D.., Author of “ Your Study Bible” 








The author of a book is its best interpreter. This is especially true of the Word of 
God. It is appropriate, therefore, that Dr. Weddell’s remarkable series, ‘* Your Study 
Bible,’ concluded in last week's issue of The Sunday School Times, is to be followed 
by this new series about the Holy Spirit himself, who is the Author of the Bible 
(2 Pet. x: 21). Dr. Weddell will treat what he calls “the New Testament Doctrine 
of the Spirit’ in five steps~ I. The Promise, Il. The Bestowment, III. The Recog- 
nition, IV. The Power, and, V. The Comfort, of the Spirit. Dr. Weddell’s series of 
studies of every book in the Bible, with the title ‘‘ Your Study Bible,"’ is now in book 
form, and may be ordered from The Sunday School Times Company, at $1.00 net. 


doctrine. It is a near, dear declaration of di- 

vine truth for the heart of the humblest believer. 
It is strength for service in every sphere of life. It 
tells us how to do our day’s work not only in the 
ministry of souls, but in the ministry of mind and 
body; in the office, in the street, in the home. It is 
the teaching that every Christian needs in order to be 
strong and happy and useful. Who would refuse or 
ignore it? : 

The Holy Spirit is Himself the Christian’s best 
friend —this is what Paraclete, Comforter, means. 
He brings to us our Elder Brother, the Lord Jesus, 
and keeps him visible to the inner eye of the soul. 
A close, personal companion the Holy Spirit is in- 
tended to be, a companion and helper to every one 
who believes. Of old he came here and there, spo- 
radically and occasionally, but since Pentecost and the 
finished work of Christ he comes to abide forever 
and to find his place in the heart of every humble, 
trusting child of God. “Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost.” 

There is such a thing in the life as the Personal 
Dispensation of the Holy Spirit. He influences. all, 
he regenerates every believer; but he fills and em- 
powers only those who honor him with a complete 
yielding and trust. It is to this end that we here 
speak. “Receive ye the Holy Ghost,” said our Lord 
to his disciples. The word is plain and simple, and 
so is the gift. “Lord, I take, I receive! Just as they 
received Jesus at the first, so they take thy gift of 
the Spirit now.” Indeed it is all included in the won- 
drous grace of Christ at the outset. But as set be- 
fore us in the New Testament there are certain steps 
of progress or apprehension. 

These “Five Steps” are but for convenience of 
study and approach. When we speak of the Per- 
sonal Apprehension of the Holy Spirit, it is not in- 
tended to convey that there is in the New Testament 
anything like a fixed progress of doctrine or of be- 
stowment, as regards the Spirit’s ineffable advent. 
The ¥ of the Holy Spirit is one, and it is once 
for all. - 

To receive Christ in his entirety is to receive, also, 
the first marvelous gift of his grace, the Comforter 
divine. This John 14 and John 20 clearly prove. In 
the first Jesus says, “I will pray the Father, and he 
will give.” In the second, his work complete, Jesus 
appears to his own and says, “Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost.” 

He did not forget to ask, nor did the Father 
neglect to respond. Nay, He at once breathes upon 
them — He gives, and the Holy Spirit is theirs. He 
belongs indeed to all believers, and is the sign-gift 
of saving faith and of Christ’s indwelling. Only this 
we know, that in ordinary Christian living we do 
not at once realize the greatness and graciousness of 
the impartation. These are steps, therefore, not of 


[eve doctrine of the Holy Spirit. is not a distant 


divine revelation and bestowment but of human ex- 
perience of the heavenly bestowment. The real per- 
sonal dispensation of the Holy Spirit comes fully 
with His glad apprehension and acceptance of the 
part of each believing soul. 





1. The Promise of the Spirit 
Scripture: John 16 : 7-14 


6 bine gift of gifts is the Holy Spirit. For Christ 
is the gift of God, and the Holy Spirit is the 
gift of the Christ, and as God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son, so Christ so 
loved his own that he gave them his spirit to abide 
with them forever. 

What joy this ought to bring us! With something 
of tender. rebuke our Lord said to his disciples 
“Because I have said these things unto you sorrow 
hath filled your heart.” But now that his heavenly 
instruction in the Spirit is ours, the oil of joy takes 
the place of mourning. What is this instruction? 

“It is expedient for you that I go away.” It is 
better for you, He says; better in every way. Let us 
believe it. Why? because “if I depart I will send 
him unto you.” Him! him! the promised comforter 
and guide, the revealer of the Lord Jesus. It is 
— all the way and with every disciple—be glad. 

ut it is distinct profit to the world also, the world 
that had heretofore to seek him to find him. Now 
he is always at hand and to be seen in the believer. 
For the word needs to be added. “When he is 
come—wunto you”’—not in portent from the skies 
or in marvel from the earth, but in you, “He will 
reprove [or convince] the world.” It is the Holy 
Spirit in and upon the humble, believing Christian 
that convicts the world. 

Of what? Of three things: “Of sin, and of right- 
eousness, and of judgment.” 

But notice the connection, “Of sin, because they 
believe not on me.” It is nexus, the linking, here 
that gives us pause. What does it mean?’ 

Why, plainly the truth taught is this: I can con- 
vict a man of the sin of murder or arson or any of 
the calendar of offenses against the law of the land, 
written in the statutes of the state. But the sin of 
unbelief, — that He only can convict of who has seen 
the Lamb upon the throne. It is a case that belongs 
to the higher court, a court with which man in con- 
science has to do, and the Holy Spirit is the Advo- 
cate of this ultimate tribunal. He prosecutes, wit- 
nesses, and convicts of unbelief. He alone, the Holy 
Spirit, as seen in you and me. 

And “of righteousness, because I go to my Father 
and ye see me no more.” What is the connection 
between righteousness and- Christ’s departure? 

Manifestly this: We have no way utterly to prove 
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Christ’s fighteousness. He claimed to be the Son 
of God, and about to return to the Father. He is 
away. now, and how can I prove that he.is not dead 
like other good men that have spoken and gone? f 
cannot do it. But One can, the One who has seen 
Him there at the throne! The Holy Spirit, the di- 
vine medium of communication, when we speak the 
name of Jesus, enters the heart and says, “I saw him 
there with the Father. He is righteous in his august 
clain. Tremble, O Sinner!” . 

And rejoice, Christian. Righteousness is possible to 
you now. An imputed and an imparted righteous- 
ness. Jesus is at the throne to intercede for you. And 
the Holy Spirit is given to minister of Christ’s in- 
effable righteousness and purity to every believer who 
opens his heart and life to receive the same; and the 
more he responds the more he receives. 

“Of jtidgment, because the prince of this world 
is j ” No, do not look around to see it. The 
Holy Spirit also must reveal this. So far as things 
appear here below, Satan is still the Prince of the 
power of the air. But our Lord says, “I saw Satan fall 
like lightning from heaven.” Christ has his foot on 
Satan’s neck. The Holy a sees it also, back behind 
the scenes, and he blessedly conveys to men the truth. 
Satan is a vanquished foe, with a brief lease of 
power ; be done with him. “I have overcome the 
world.” It is the Holy Spirit in the overcoming life 
that proves it. 

But now the Lord turns again to comfort the be- 
liever. “I have yet many things to say unto you, but 
ye cannot bear them now.” He has not yet risen from 
the dead. Afterward in the inspired Epistles and 
Revelation, a distinct advance on previous imparta- 
tion of truth. He tells them “Back to the Gospels!” 
do you wn Yes, but, along with that, Forward to 
the Gospels of the risen Christ, the wonderful Acts 
and Letters of the Holy Spirit! 

Hence Jesus says, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of 
truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth.” No, 
not all truth. Read it a little more carefully out of 
the original, “all the truth,” ¢. e., the truth about 
Jesus. Trust no other deliverances of muttering 
spirits. Jesus only! “And he will show you things 
to come.” No, not quite. “The things to come,”— 
the things about Jesus. Men have been led astra 
here, seeking prophetic gifts. They are not promised. 
But we are to know the things about Jesus, the 
Christ of the future —and that is sufficient. 

But the Christ of the future, as then spaken of, 
is now the Christ of the present. What was to be 
the Christ of the times to come? Evidently the 
Christ on the throne, the Christ we see to-day, seated 
henceforth expectant. This is distinctively the Christ 
of the Holy Spirit. The Christ of the humiliation 
is revealed primarily in the Gospels, but the Christ 
of the exaltation is the blessed One whom the Spirit 
continually reveals. 

“He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, 
and shall show it unto you.” It is throne life that the 
Spirit is to ‘minister unto the church — till He come! 
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An Orator and a Teacher 
By Howard A Banks 


AY is an orator, and Night a teacher. A shep- 

herd lad made the discovery when- he was 
tending his father’s sheep on Judean hillslopes. He 
reported his finding in the nineteenth Psalm, when 
he wrote, “Day unto day uttereth speech, and night 
unto night~ showeth knowledge.” Day shared 
with him the secret of its persuasive eloquence, so 
that he could declaim such a sentence as this into the 
enraptured ear of the centuries: “He set a taber- 


nacle for the sun, which is as a’ bridegroom coming . 


out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man 
to run a race.” And when Night rings the schoolbell, 
and begins the teaching of the lesson, we get immedi- 
ate appreciation of its wonderful curriculum: “The 
heavens declare the glory of God: and the firmament 
showeth his handywork.” Night evidently holds the 
chairs of Astronomy and Geology in the University 
of the Universe. Night works its problems by writ- 
ing in starlight on the blackboard of evening skies. 
Ezekiel followed David to the same school, and 
learned that “the glory of God came from the way 
of the East.” He did come from the Orient, did He 
not, when the Wise Men saw his star there? And 
His next trip will be by the same route. The glory 
of God likes to travel the beaten paths. Stephen, in 
the stress of martyrdom, “saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus” rising, in welcome, at the right hand of 
Power. Paul left Gamaliel for a course in this 
school; and learned that “man is the image and glory 
of God.” Thank God for these twin twelve-hour 
Solons—Day, a diurnal Demosthenes, persuading us 
in sunlight tones of the dignity of toil in the behalf 
of God and man; and Night, a diurnal Socrates, the 
pedagogue who leads us through the ivory gate of 
dreams, first pointing us to redeeming grace, star- 
spelled in twilight skies. Time is fleeting, life is 
speeding,—just a Day and a Night at a time! 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Lesson for June 15 


Matt. 6: 5-15; Luke 18:1-14 oe 
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LESSON II. 


Golden Text.—In nothing be anxious; but in everything 


Matt. 6 : 5-15; Luke 18: I-14 


be made known unto God.—Phil. 4 : 6 


JUNE 15. PRAYER 


by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 
HE story is told of a doorway of St. Peter’s 
’ at Rome, walled up and marked with a cross. 
This is said to be opened but four times in a 
century. On Christmas Eve, once in twenty-five 
‘years, the Pope approaches in his princely state, his 
retinue of cardinals in attendance, and begins break- 
ing down the door by striking it three times with 
a silver hammer. The passage is finally opened, and 
a multitude pass into the cathedral and up to the 
altar by an avenue which thesmajority of them never 
thus entered before, and never will thus enter again. 
Suppose, some one asks, the way to the Throne of 
Grace were like this Porta Sancta, to be entered only 
once in a quarter of a century. Suppose it had been 
ten years since you had been permitted to pray, and 
you knew that another fifteen years must pass be- 
fore you could pray again; and that you could not 
hope to pray more than two or three times in a life- 
time at the best. Would you erly welcome the 
coming of each great and wonderful day of prayer? 
Are we failing to appreciate the greatest privilege 
we have in life, because it is.so “commonplace”? 


Our Background Material 


Have the class find Scripture references for the 
following conditions of answered prayer: 


In the name of Jesus. 

In faith. 

According to the will of God. i 

In’ entire surrender to his will (that is, abiding ia 
Christ, and there can be no abiding without sur- 
render). 

Without anxiety. 

With thanksgiving. 


Can such a prayer fail? 


_ The Lesson Itself ‘ 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face pgures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly loeating the references. 

The hypocrite cares more about seeming than be- 
ing. He is more interested in what other men think 
of him than in what he really is (Matt. 6:5). So 
he cares more about being seen in prayer than about 
being in prayer. 

Such a hypocrite pray-er is after a reward — not 
the reward that God can give him, but the reward 
that men can give him; and that is exactly what 
he gets. 

But the child of God is to pray in another way and 
for another reward. Not to be seen of men, but to 
be heard of God. So he is to withdraw from the 
presence of men and shut himself off alone with the 
Father, who “is in secret” (v. 6), Himself hidgen 
from view. But, although cannot be seen, he 
“seeth in secret.” And while it is men’s reward that 
the hypocrite pray-er receives, it is “thy Father” who 
“shall recompense thee.” That is worth-while pray- 


ing. 

Sesser is not a form, nor a formality, not “vain 
repetitions” as the Gentiles think (v.7). Prayer is not 
a mere physical exercise, nor a mental, nor even a 
mere spiritual exercise, from which so much of time 
and energy invested shall bring so much. return, — 
“heard for their much speaking.” Not what we 
do in praying, but what God does in response to our 
praying, is the great thing. Much modern teaching 
about prayer is that its chief value is in the effect 
spon ourselves, and in our communion with God. 

ow communion with God is a very precious privi- 
lege.and blessing of prayer: but prayer goes way be- 
yond that. Prayer is asking God to do what we 
cannot do. It includes more than this; but if it does 
not include this it is missing the heart of it. 

While prayer is asking God to do things for us, 
and give things to us, this does not mean that we 
have to drag these things out’ of, or force them upon, 
an unwilling or uninformed God. “Your Father 
knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask 
him” (v. 8); therefore do not be like the foolish, 
ignorant Gentiles in their vain repetitions and much 
speaking. We are praying to a Father who is more 
eager to give than we are to ask. 

Now note the interesting elements in Matthew’s 
version of the Lord’s prayer,—nine points: 

“Our Father”: a grateful recognition of God’s relation- 
ship to us, brought to pass through his unspeakable gift 
of his only Son, received by us as our Saviour (John 1 : 12). 

“Who art in heaven”: a recognition of the dwelling 
place of God,—a real place, not a vague “condition.” 

“Hallowed be thy mame”: the holiness of the name 
of God recognized. So far this prayer is one of thanks- 

giving and worshipfu) adoration. 





Additional ial for Teachers: Gen. 28 : 23-33 ; 32 : 9-12; Exod. 
32:31, 32; Matt. 26 : 36-46; Lhe va seee: ches 61 05, 29; 
17: 1-26; 1 Thess. 5:17; James 5 : 16-28. 

Primary Topic: T Our Hea Father. 

ma td p aatpt case bag to pray. Luke 12:1. 

junior Topic: Jesus to ° 

J Lesson Material : Matt. 6: aby XL m: 17 38: 9-04. 
Memory Verses: Matt. 6: 9-13. 


Ineedite Top Ls sg 32; John 


f 17:20, 21; James 3 16-28. ” 
rere Topic: The C 1%: I-13; John 16 : 23, 2451 Thess, 
§:17; James 5: 16-18. 











Tha, portion of the text indicated by the Encornetional 


sson Committee for printing in the lesson helps 
Luke 18 :1-5, 9-14 


And he spake a parable unto them to the end that they 
qught always to pray, and not to faint; 2 saying, There 
was in a city a judge, who feared not’God, and regarded 
not man: 3 and there was a widow in that city; and she 
came oft unto him, saying, Avenge ‘me cf mine adversary. 
4 And he would not for a while: but afterward he said 
within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man; 
5 yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, 
2lest she ®* wear me out by her continual coming.... 

9 And he spake also this parable unto certain who 
trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and set 
‘all others at nought: 10 Two men went up into the 
temple to, pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a 
Spublican. 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with 
himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as the rest 
of men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even is this 
© publican. 12 I fast twice in the week; I give tithes of all 
that I get. 13 But the ‘publican, standing afar off, would 
not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote 
his breast, saying, God, *be thou merciful to me ‘a sin- 
ner. 14 I say unto you, This man went down to his house 
justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth 
himself shall be humbled; but he that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted. 


20Or, Do me justice of: and so in ver. 5, 7, 8. 2 Or, 
lest at last by her coming she wear me out ® Gr. bruise. 
#Gr. the rest. © That is, collectors or renters of Roman 
taxes. “Or, be thou propitiated "Or, the sinner 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








“Thy kingdom come”: recognition of and expressed 
desire for the fulfilment of God’s great purposes. 

“Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on earth’: an- 
other prayer for the perfect fulfilment of God’s will, and 
for all mankind’s obedience to God’s will, recognizing 
also that earth as well as heaven is the place of God’s 
rightful dominion. 

Only after these five points in the prayer comes the 
first petition for self: “Give us this day our daily bread.” 
This is a real need, and God wants us to bring to 
him in prayer all our real needs. But it is a need only 
for to-day, not for the rest of our life-time, nor even 
for to-morrow. This attitude keeps the child of God in 
continuing conscious dependence upon the Father. If 
the needs of the future were supplied now, that sense of 
dependence would be lessened or lost. “Moment by 
moment.” 

“And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven 
our debtors”: full recognition of our own sinfulness and 
sins, and the need of forgiveness, together with a dec- 
laration of our willingness and purpose to go the whale 
way in forgiving others. 

“And bring us net into temptation”: humble recogni- 
tion of our own fraility, and petition that we be not put 
to the test. (Yet if God sees best to bring us into test- 
ing, we are to “count it all joy’ [James 1 : 27].) 

“But deliver us from the evil one”: a recognition of 
the Adversary, and prayer for deliverance from his attacks 
and power. “Or, if this be simply “evil,” prayer for de- 
liverance from all that that word means. a 


We must note carefully that, this prayer being 
given to disciples or believers, the conditioning of 
the forgiving of trespasses on their forgiving others 
has no reference to God’s forgiveness of the eternal 
death penalty of. sin, but his forgiving or cleansing 
of such sins as the believer may commit. God cannot 
cleanse away the sin of a rebellious, unforgiving 
believer: we must be wholly yielded to him if we 
would claim 1 John 1:9. 

Having learned how to pray, we are to go on pray- 
ing always (1 Thess. 5:17). That is the teaching of 
the second lesson passage, Luke 18:1. And it is 
taught by a parable of contrast, the unrighteous 
judge in contrast with the righteous God; the one 
unloving, the other loving; the one reluctant, the 
other eagerly willing; the one acting selfishly, the 
other unselfishly. “Hear what the unrighteous judge 
saith. And shall not God avenge his elect?” 

That this parable and prayer teaching have special 
reference to the second coming of Christ, “praying 
back the King,” is shown by verses 7, 8. At Christ’s 
return his elect, suffering because of the permitted 
dominion over them of the unbelieving enemies of 
God, are to be avenged, — and “speedily” (v. 8; Rev. 
22:20). But when Christ comes, “shall he find faith 
on the earth?” That is, how many persons shall 








he find persevering in confident, believing prayer? 
Note Mr. Banks’ lesson article on this prophecy. 

Self-righteousness is a complete barrier in prayer 
(v. 9). Humility, in faith, removes all barriers in 
prayer (vs. 13, 14). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


The publican recognized his own utter unworthi- 
ness, unrighteousness, and at the same time the right- 
eousness of God. He pleaded no works of his own, 
as the self-righteous Pharisee did, therefore he was 
“justified,” or “set straight,” made righteous, ac- 
cording to the principle of Romans 4:5. Every one 
that exalteth himself shall be humbled because he 
is exalting that which is worthless; and if we depend 
upon worthlessness there 4s, bound to be a fall. And 
he that humbleth himself shall be exalted because 
(taken with the context), recognizing his own worth- 
lessness he looks to the only true worth, God him- 
self, and he trusts God; and therefore God can and 
will exalt him by making His own righteousness that 
one’s righteousness and exaltation. 

Teaching Points 

A rich list of aspects of a prayer (Dr. 
Griffith Thomas, Section II, Additional Material for 
Teachers). 

Striking reasons for “praying through” (Illustra- 
tion Round-Table, 1, 2). 

How both the Pharisee and the publican received 
what they prayed for (Mr. Rogers, 1). 

The only thanksgiving in the prayer of the Pharisee 
is thanksgiving for himself. 

One of the most recent books of remarkable an- 
swers to prayer is “I Cried, He Answered” (Bible 
Institute Colportage Association, 826 North La Saile 
Street, Chicago, 20 cents in paper, or six copies for 
$1; cloth, 75 cents). 

Questions for Study and Discussion 

Show why Dr. Griffith Thomas says that there is 
no merit in prayer. 

If we are not to be heard for our “much spezk- 
ing,” why should we continue long in prayer at 
times, and why should we pray without ceasing? 

What three answers does God always choose be- 
tween in answering every prayer? (Mr. Rogers, 2.) 

What different principles for true and prevailing 
prayer do we find in these two lesson passages? 

PHILADELPHIA. ~ 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THe Law or Expression.—All thought or 
feeling tends to express itself in some form. 











HE content of this week’s lesson is concerned 
with prayer, which may be regarded as a spiritual 
application of this law. This does not mean how- 
ever that prayer is a purely subjective exercise, as 


- some have contended, beneficial in its reaction as an 


exercise, and nothing more. All Scripture and much 
of human experience is absolutely against any such 
interpretation of prayer. Furthermore, prayer, if real, 
is not merely the expression of a consciousness of 
human need, but an expression as well of faith in 
One who has promised to meet that human need. 
Without this God-consciousness prayer is mockery 
if not an impossibility. A continuous experience of 
unanswered prayer, therefore, instead of causing us 
to seek some excuse, should drive us to a deep search- 
ing of heart to discover whether our prayers have 
really beerr the outflow of a conscious faith not only 
in the ability but in the willingness of the Father to 
answer the prayers of his obedient children. 

To cause the pupil to master the real teaching of 
the lesson; to give to him a conviction not only that 
prayer, but answered prayer, is a reality in the here 
and the now as well as in Bible times, — this of itself 
is worth while; for such conviction must express 
itself at some time. 

It is to be remembered that the real expression of 
what the pupil thinks and feels on this subject will 
not come inthe class hour; and the most worth- 
while expression upon it is not even in the quotation 
of the Scripture teaching, valuable as that is. The 
real response to the teaching you cannot expect to 
measure. It will be in the prayer life of the pupil. 
The “unconscious tuition” of your own prayer life 
will be very potent here. 


Huntinopon, Pa. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





PAYER is one of the means of receiving that grace 
which we have already considered (Lesson for May 
18). Everything in the Christian life is in one way 
or another connected with prayer, and the difficulty 
with this lesson will be to avoid considering too many 
aspects of this subject, which really covers the whole 
of Scripture. 

Books.—Out of the very many works on prayer 
three may be especially mentioned: “Personal Prayer: 
Its Nature and Scope,” by Dr. H. Clay Trumbull 
(Flemin H. Revell Co., New York City, 78 cts.) ; 
“With Christ in the School of Prayer,” by Dr. An- 
drew Murray (Revell, 75 cts. and - o) “Lessons 
in the School of Prayer,” by Dr. A. T. Pierson. 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 


These two passages give the most important of 
our Lord’s earlier lessons on Prayer. The fact and 
necessity of prayer are naturally taken for granted. 

The Spirit of Prayer (Matt. 6: 5-8). (1) We are to 
pray humbly (v. 6), because there is no merit in the 
act; (2) we are to pray earnestly (v. 7), because 
there is no merit in length; @ we are to pray 
trustfully (v. 8), because our Father knows what 
we need before we ask. 

The Substance of Prayer (vs. 9-13). This model of 
prsast, which we call the Lord’s Prayer, is at once 

rief, simple, and full. First of all comes the invo- 
cation, reminding us (as disciples, 6:1) of God as 
our Father ; then come six (or seven) petitions: 
three for God’s glory and three (or four) for our 
good. Mark the ihowues elements in this model 
prover (finding each of them in it): peeger should 

e united, confident, reverent, unselfish, daily, sim- 
ple, sincere. Thus this prayer is at once a guide, 
telling us of the Divine purpose, the Divine blessing, 
the Divine simplicity, the Divine sufficiency, and also 
a test, commanding us to put God first, to include 
others, and to pray with perfect trust. 


The Sincerity of Prayer (vs. 14, 15). Here and 
elsewhere (18:35; Mark 11:25, 26) forgiveness is 
strongly emphasized, because unless our spirit 
towards others is as it should be we must not ex- 
pect God’s attitude to us to be what we desire. There 
is nothing in its way more searching than this re- 
quirement of a forgiving spirit in order to be for- 
given and to be’ blessed with answers to prayer. This 
is, of course, for those who are already disciples and 
marks the spirit of the life of those who have already 
= the Divine forgiveness:in Christ (Eph. 4: 
32). 

Persistence in Prayer (Luke 18:1-8). Our Lord 
took many opportunities of teaching the privilege 
and duty of prayer (Luke 11: 1-13). He gave some 
greese’ lessons, and, as here, some special ones. The 

rst of these is perseverance: “The need of always 
praying and never losing heart” (v. 1). This is illus- 
trated by a parable known as that of the unjust 
judge ove. 2-5). The contrast between the judge and 
the widow is striking, showing that as she continued 
pressing her claims until she was heard, so by con- 
trast God, though unselfishly loving and ready to help, 
wishes us to show our earnestness in supplication. 
Very different from the unrighteous judge, God will 
not fail to hear the prayer of his people (vs. 6-8). 
It is a solemn question whether he will find this 
particular kind of faith (which endures long wait- 
ing) when he comes again to this earth (v. 8). 


Pride in Prayer (vs. 9-12). In marked contrast 
comes this next parable of the Pharisee and the pub- 
lican, the former separating himself from others 
and despising them, showing no love to God or man, 
no sense of sin, and no interest in others (v. 11). His 
boast is seen by the use of “I” five times. He did 
more than the Lord demanded (see references), but 
his ~ was wrong and his life was thoroughly 
unreal, 


Penitence in Prayer (vs. 13, 14). In striking con- 
trast is the publican, who, distrusting himself, showed 
by his feelings and attitude the consciousness of his 
sin as he confessed what he knew was his personal 
guilt. But God recognized him in contrast with the 
proud Pharisee (v. 14). 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 


All these passages present various aspects of 
prayer and show how we should approach God. 

1. Prayer and humble persistence (Gen. 18: 23-33). 

2. Prayer and Divine promises (Gen. 32: 9-12). 

3. Prayer and holy unselfishness (Exod. 32: 31, 32). 

4. Prayer and perfect surrender (Matt. 26: 36-46). 

5. Prayer and genuine earnestness (Luke 11: 1-13). 

6. Prayer and spiritual union (John 16:23, 24). 

7. Prayer and blessed communion (John 17: 1-26). 

8. Prayer and loving continuance (1 Thess. 5:17). 
3 Prayer and courageous intensity (James 5: 16- 
18). 
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Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate Topic: Prayer a Privilege and a 
Duty. (1) The privilege of prayer may be seen from 
the two special illustrations in the Gospels of a 
father and a child, and a friend and a friend (Luke 
11: 5-8; 11-13). These two relationships show perhaps 
beyond all others “What a privilege it is to carry 
everything to God in prayer.” The child talking to 
his father and the friend appealing to his friend show 
the inestimable value of approaching God. (2) The 
duty of prayer. “Men ought always to pray” (Luke 
18:1). This word “ought” means “owe it,” and 
shows that the true attitude of the believer to God 
must necessarily include and involve prayer. (a) It is 
an attitude of ce; (b) it-is an attitude of 
confidence. 


2. Senior and Adult Topic: The Christian Concep- 
tion of Prayer. Among the many aspects of. prayer 
included in the Christian conception, there are three 
that stand out from all others. (1) Prayer finds its 
foundation im God’s revelation of himself. His per- 
sonal character, his approach to man, and his Word 
give us the basis for prayer (Heb. 1:1). “A God to 
whom we cannot pray is no God at all.” (2) Prayer 
finds its warrant in the fulness of encouragement in 
God’s Word through his own Divine promises (Isa. 
43:26), and in the illustrations of answered prayer 
in the various men and women whose lives are re- 
corded. (3) Prayer finds its power in the blessings 
obtained thereby for ourselves and for others (Luke 
11:9, 10; 1 Sam. 12:23; James 5:16; Col. 4:12). 
The Bible never argues the necessity of prayer; it 
takes it for granted, and assumes that those who 
belong to God will necessarily pray (Acts 9:11). 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

It is a well-known statement that “prayer changes 
things,” and it is worth while asking about the ef- 
fects of prayer. What changes take place? 

1. Prayer Makes God’s Presence Real. Giving 
peace which calms and joy which cheers. . 
2. Prayer Makes God’s Power Felt. 
against sin and protecting against failure. 


Guarding 


3. Prayer Makes God’s Will Clear. Purifying the | 


mind and keeping from error. : 
4. Prayer Makes God’s Service Easy. 
calls to be met and service to be done. 
5. Prayer Makes God’s Blessings Available. Bring- 
ing other lives into touch with God through our in- 
tercessions. 


V. Leading Questions 
‘What is the basis of all prayer? 
What are the chief hindrances to prayer? 


What are the chief differences between the prayers 
of the Old Testament and the prayers of the New 
Testament? 


a is the meaning of praying according to God's 
wi 


What is the relation of the Holy Spirit to prayer? 


Why is the omission of intercession a sin? (1 Sam. 
12: 23.) 
Wycuirre CoLiece, Toronto. 


The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Howard A. Banks 


HERE is a prophetic query and a_ prophetic 
prayer in this lesson. When our Lord inquired, 
“Nevertheless though the Son of Man do come will 
he, after all, find the faith on the earth?” (Luke 18: 8, 
Rotherham’s translation) he was no doubt forethink- 
ing of the ravages the infidelity of German universi- 
ties would make on twentieth century Christianity. It 
is as if he were asking, “By the time I come back, will 
the Hun theology have gone ‘over the top’?” “The 
reference is not to personal faith, but to belief in the 
whole body of revealed truth.” Study the passage in 
the light of 2 Thessalonians 2: 1-12, and 2 Timothy 
3:1. Error may be due to ignorance (Acts 19: 1-6) 
and heresy to the snare of the devil (2 Tim. 2: 25, 26), 
and both may consist with real faith. But apos- 
tasy is hopeless, and nothing remains for it but judg- 
ment (2 Thess. 2: 10-12; 2 Peter 2:21; Jude 11-15; 
Rev. 3: 14-16). “Examine yourselves, whether ye be 
in the faith” @ Cor. 13:5) would be a good motto 
for the World Conference on Christian Funda- 
mentals being held in Philadelphia, May 25 to June 1. 
But judgment upon apostasy will clear the atmos- 
phere of the universe for God to have his way and 
work his will as never before since the fall, and the 
second prophecy in to-day’s lesson is a command to 
pray, “Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:25). The kingdom 
will come in answer to prayer, and Dr. Seiss in his 
wonderful book, “Lectures on the Apocalypse,” pic- 
tures our Lord in the act of answering the prayers 
of all saints, the burden of which has been, “Thy 
Kingdom come,” and which have never been lost, 
but preserved in the golden vials and censer men- 
tioned in the fifth and eighth chapters of Revelation. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Everlastingly at It.”—Always to pray, and not 
to faint (v. 1). Most men pray. “My boy, do you 
say your payee ?” asked the minister of the raga- 
mufin. “You bet,” was the reply, “I say ’em like 
the dickens when I git skeered.” And so do lots of 
other folks. The Master says this is exactly what 
they ought to do aAtways, and not just when danger 
threatens and they “git skeered.” “Everlastingly at 
it,” is the secret of getting answers in business, 
in the advertising and in the production end. The Mas- 
ter tells us the same t principle obtains in matters 
of religion. Eve y prays, in one way or another, 
but not ev ly gets what he desires. Everybody 
eats, but not everybody ‘makes brain and muscle. 
(Isa. 59:2; James 1:6, 7; John 9: 31.) 


“Courtin’.”"—This widow troubleth me, I will 
avenge her (v. 5). Some years ago one of my friends 
who was a slow-coach kind of fellow was madly 
in love with a lively and attractive girl. Mame used 
to make all kinds of fun of poor old George to us 
other fellows and he-would get the mitten regularly 
upon every occasion. But the faithful George kept 
right on “hangin’ ’round.” And then one fine day the 
town was amazed to learn that George and Mame 
had quietly slipped. away and gotten married. “I 
married him to get rid of him,” Mame laughingly 
explained to us. You generally get what you go 
after in this world if you mean business. Jesus here is 
contrasting the way folks go with earthly desires with 
the way they go with heavenly desires. God, of 
course, never does things for us because we tire 
him out by begging or courtin’. But God wants us 
really to want what we are after. For example, if 
you really want God to give you a good job you will 
not “loaf down town,” but will buckle down to busi- 
ness and study. This will give the moral and_ intel- 
lectual muscle to hold the job a loving God puts into 
your hands (Prov. 16:1; 1 John 5:14, 15). 


All in the Know.—The Fa eye standing afar off, 

. . saying, God be merciful to me a sinner %y. 13). 
We fellows here this morning-are that Mr. Publican. 
Republican — black Republican, if you please, in 
America. Or red Republican as formerly in France 
and now in Russia. Our sins are black and our sins 
are scarlet (Isa. 1:18). ‘It is a glorious thing for a 
man when he discovers he is a sinner. When there 
is a sure cure for a disease that man is blessed who 
knows when he has that disease.“ The doctor the 
other day, pointing to one of my neighbors; said, 
“There goes a man who is.doomed. ell be dead 
in. less than six months. Had he listened to me a 
year ago I could have saved him.” “And pray why 
didn’t he?” “He would not believe there was any- 


thing serious the matter with him.” Oid Bob Sanders _ 


said, “I’ll take my chances with any of you sam 
singers.” We “sam singers” cried for mercy and 
are here justified and happy. While poor old Bob 
went out of this world crying in such terror that his 
death bed was the most awful ever in town. The 
whole difference in Mr. Pharisee and Mr. Publican 
was not in place or fortune or circumstance but 
simply in the kKNow. Mr. Pharisee was a lost sin- 
ner and did not know it. Mr. Publican was a lost 
sinner and did know it. (In these lesson notes I back 
all statements with a Scripture reference. We talk 
about the blackness of sin. ~ I am not able to find a 
text where it is said our sins are black. Maybe you 
can. This is why Isaiah 1:18 stands alone up there.) 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday School Times 

three full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 

If coming later they may not be considered at all. Do 
not submit illustrations without first securing a circular 
that explains the agceptance of material, and the year’s 
lesson calendar, which will be sent for a three-cent stamp. 
All readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this 
department. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal les- 
son illustration used, and two dollars for the best one each 
week. 

Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, and will stand a better chance of accept- 
ance than illustrations on the Golden Text. 


~ The New Secret.—But thou,when thou prayest, enter 
into thine inner chamber (Matt. 6:6). A young 
Welsh minister, whose sermons suddenly seemed 
to glow with a new spirit and-to thrill with a new 
power, so that they became the talk of the whole 
countryside, was asked by a friend, “Where do you 
get those sermons?” He took this friend into his 
study, and pointed to a threadbare patch in the car- 
pet, where he knelt many hours in prayer, and said, 
“There I get my sermons.” Before we go into the 
battlefield, we must go into the upper room.—From 
Dr. R. F. Horton. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Streatham 
Hill, London, Eng. 


His Will.—Thy will be done . .. (Matt. 6: 10). 


“ His will be done,” we say with sighs and trembling, 
Expecting trial, bitter loss, and tears; 
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Lesson for June 15 
Matt. 6: 5-15; Luke 18: 1-14 


And then how doth He answer us with 

bles . . 
In sweet rebuking of our faithless fears! 
God’s will is peace and plenty and the 


power . ’ 
Tc be and have the best that He can 


give, 
A mind to serve Him and a heart to love 


The faith to die with and the strefigth to 
live. . 


From Aunie Johnson Flint, in The 
Su School Times. Sent by Emma 
C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


All At Once.—They ought always to 
pray, and not to fait (Luke 18:1). 
r. Kidd, of Aberdeen, who died about 
half a century ago, was in the habit 
of visiting an old saint who was always 
in the deepest dejection of spirit. This 


-man’s great trouble was that the Lord 


paid no heed to his prayers; his earnest 
and repeated supplications were all in 
vain. Well, Dr. Kidd continued his 
regular visits for. years and years, but 
always found this man in the same 
sad despondency. However, one day 
to his delighted amazement he saw the 

ed man full of joy and gladness; all 
the shadows had passed away, his face 
was radiant with sunshine and papel 
ness. “What's up to-day?” said Dr. 
Kidd. “I am glad to see you in a bright 
mood at last.” “Oh, sir,” he said, “I 
have got the answer to forty years’ 
prayers all. in a lump!”"—From Rev. F. 
S. Tirkasee. in the mong Circle. Sent 
by W. R. Clark, Belper, Eng. (1) 


A Telephone Rule.—To pray, and not 
to faint (Luke 18:1). If I am to. talk 
to my-friend-on the telephone, after | 
have rung him up, I must wait~for an 
answer. It is not a bit of use to ring 
up and then put the.instrument down. 
I must wait until I hear the “Hello!” or 
“Are you there?” from the other end. 
Now, it is exactly like that with prayer 
—we must give God time to reply. It is 
not a bit of use to offer up a prayer 
and then ring off. That is a mistake 
people often make in prayer—From Dr. 
d. D.-Jones. Sent: by J. A. Clark, Lei- 
cester, Eng. (2) 


The Signature.—Two men went up 
into the temple to pray; the one a Phari- 
see, and the other a publican (Luke 18: 
10). “It is the name at the foot of the 
check,” says the Rev. T. G. Selby, “which 
gives it value when passed over the 
counter of the bank, and he is a poor 
simpleton, indeed, who imagines that the 
check for a sum in four figures will be 
dishonored unless he drive there in car- 
riage and pair. And yet some of us 
are just as whimsical and uninformed 
upon the subject of prayer. We assume 
that God will respond more richly and 
readily to the supplications of prophets, 
apostles, famous saints, those who be- 
long to brilliant spiritual hierarchies, than 
to yours and mine. Prayer becomes 
priceless through the name in which it 
is presented, however poor and mean 
and ignoble the petitioner’ himself.”— 
From the Sunday at Home. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


Not Temporary.—But in everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanks- 
giving let your requests be made known 
unto God (Golden Text). In a large 
office in’ which the daily moment of 
prayer has been observed at noon for 
several months, ome of the stenographers 
was heard to exclaim in surprise, when 
the prayer gong sounded one day, about 
a week after the armistice was signed, 
“What’s the matter with them? Don’t 
they know the war is over?” Her ques- 
tion expressed, no doubt, the uncon- 
scious attitude of a great many. Now 
that the war is over we need not bother 
any longer about prayer. “The river 
past and God forgotten” is a common 
proverb which explains this crude btt 
unfortunately common idea of prayer as 
a sort of magic talisman to be used in 
emergencies and laid aside when dan- 
ger is past—From the Epworth Herald. 
Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, 
N. Y. The prize for this week is awarded 
to this illustration. 


Method bovks you need in Sunday- 
school work are listed in The Sunday 
Sehool Times’ book catalog. 





From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee that when we walk with thee 
anxiety cannot walk with us. We do thank 
thee that in fellowship with thee there is 
no fellowship with dark forebodings. We 
pray that thou wilt teach us the wonderful 
lesson of thanksgiving in the midst of cir- 
cumstances for which without thee we could 
not be thankful. If any of us are bur- 
dened to-day by cares concerning the days 
to come, may we rest that burden in thy 
loving keeping, knowing that thou art more 
interested than we are in all that concerns 
us. May we enter into the prayer life with 
a new fulness, not forgetting that thanks- 
giving is the very threshold of approach to 
thee. In thy dear name, O Christ! 


After the Lesson.—When the Holy 
Spirit spoke through Paul, he said some 
very sweeping things. You have: been 
asking yourselves to-day how any one 
can be entirely free from anxiety. Paul’s 
words are clear enough when he says, 
“In nothing be anxious.” There is no 
exception there. He has not overlooked 
anything, but just uses the simple words, 
“In nothing be anxious.” We sometimes 
act as if we thought Paul meant to make 
exceptions. -Some of us find it pretty 
hard to give thanks in every condition 
in which we find ourselves, but Paul 
does not make any exception there. In 
what does he say we ought to pray with 
thanksgiving? y, yes, in everything. 
But some of us still find it hard to be 
thankful for things that do not agree 
with our idea of what should come to 
us. So prayer loses the very beginning 
of its power in our lives. And our 
complainings and our doubts flood our 
prayer time in a way that must_hurt 
the loving heart of our Lord. What 
right has the Christian to think that he 
can be anxious or not, just as he may 
happen to feel, when the clear command 
of God’s Word is for us to be unanx- 
ious? “Is your prayer life mostly made 
up of asking God for what you want, or 
is it just filled with thanksgiving for 
what he is? Let us pray. 


raawnng GOD FOR gvesrtunc 


WHICH FIRST? 














D4 
Lesson: Hymns and Psalms 


“From every stormy wind that blows.” 
“Jesus, thou joy of loving hearts.” 

“I need Thee every hour.” 

“I must tell Jesus all of my trials.” 
“Softly now the light of day.” 

“Sweet hour of prayer.” 

“What a Friend we have in Jesus.” 
“When morning gilds the skies.” 


(ieferences in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published ‘by, United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 5 : 1-12 (12 :. 1-4). 
Psalm 20 : 1-9 (39 : 1-3). 
Psalm 4: 1-8 (6: 1-3). 
Psalm 40 : 1-17 (92 : 1-4). 
Psalm 25 : 1-22 (56 : 1-4). 





Department Helps 











For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


| TEACHING.—Prayer is talk- 
ing with our Heavenly Father. 


Notes——To-day’s lesson emphasizes 
our relation to God through prayer, ask- 
ing him for what we need and thank- 
— for what he gives. 

or story material use Genesis 18: 23- 
33, which may be related to last week’s 
story about Abraham. 

Review.—Help the children to tell how 
Abraham trusted and obeyed God’s com- 
mand by moving to a strange land; also 
how God blessed him and made his 
name great. Abraham never forgot to 
“worship God. 
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A Sher of Prayer.—When Abraham 
and Sarah moved to the Promised Land, 


they took their nephew Lot with them. 


| Both men became so rich that it was 


hard for their servants to find en 
pasture and water for their cattle and 
— étimes their servants quar- 
rel Study chapter thirteen, and tell 
how kind Uncle Abraham allowed Lot to 
choose the part of the land where he 
wanted to live. 

Lot chose a good place for his cattle, 
but the city of Sodom, where he lived, 
was not a good place for his family. 
Sodom became so wicked that God de- 
cided it must be destroyed. 

One day three mes 
Abraham’s camp of tents. Abraham in- 
vited them to rest and eat. When they 
left Abraham walked with them to the 
brow of the hill, where they looked 
toward Sodom. One of them said, Be- 
cause Sodom is so wicked, we must go 
down to sée what shall be done to that 
wicked city. 

Abraham thought about Lot, whom 
he had not seen for a long time. Abra- 
ham wanted Lot to be saved from the 
danger in Sodom. Abraham watched the 
men depart. He felt alone with God, so 
he prayed, “Lord, if there are fifty right- 
eous people in Sodom, will you spare 
the city, etc.? The ensuing dialogue ‘is 
very impressive as Abraham prayed for 
Sodom for the sake of forty-five, forty, 
thirty, twenty, ten. As long as Abraham 
prayed, God promised to answer, but 
there were not ten righteous, so Sodom 
was destroyed.. 

Yet God’s messengers warned Lot, say- 
ing, Escape to the mountains. They 
helped him away with his wife and two 
daughters, but he must have lost his 
flocks and herds. God saved Lot be- 
cause Abraham prayed (Gen. 19:29). 

The Bible teaches people to pray for 
one another. One time when Jesus was 
with, his disciples they- said, Lord, teach 
us to pray. They wanted to learn his 
secret, because they had often watched 
Jesus go away to the hills to talk to 
God. He always seemed stronger after 
his prayer. Jesus said, Pray to your 


ers visited 


Father in secret, and he taught them, 


Our Father, who art in heaven, etc. 

There is danger lest saying the Lord’s 
Prayer may become a vain repetition, 
unless the phrases are explained from 
time to time. In a Primary Department, 
rayers should be short, definite, and 
requent. The teacher may lead, letting the 
children repeat the sentences. The spirit 
of prayer requires cultivation. A verse 
of preparation may be repeated: 


“ Before my words of prayer are said, 
I close my eyes and bow my head, 
That I may think to whom I pray, 
fend I may mean the words I say.” 


Children may unite in a _ concert 


prayer or a prayer song: 


“ Sunday-school is over for another day, 
Hear us now, dear Jesus, as to Thee we 


pray; , 
Thro’ the week be with us in our work and 


play, 
Make us kind and loving, help us to 
obey.” 
(Carols, Leyda Publishing Company, Wa- 
pello, Iowa, 28 cents.) 
An evening prayes, a morning 
prayer,—a_ table ace, a missionary 


prayer, etc., should taught from time 
to time. “God bless the little children 
wherever they may be,” etc. 

A booklet, “Children’s Prayers,” is 
available for ten cents from William 
Deitz, 20 E. Randolph Street, Chicago, 
containing ~varied selections. The spirit 
of prayer is more important than mere 
memorized words. The prayer life of 
children will be strengthened by a sepa- 
rate program of worship for the Pri- 
mary Department. Children should be 
encouraged to talk often and alone with 
the Heavenly Father. 

Give a typewritten or printed copy of 
a prayer to each child to take home. 
Use for closing: 


“ Father, hear us while we pray, 
Guard and keep us day by day, 
Keep us in thy loving care, 
Every day and everywhere.” 
(Melodies, Leyda Pub. Co., Wapello, Iowa, 
2 cents.) 


Peoria, Itt. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Introduction: Some thought-arresting 
questions on prayer. 

1. Prayer as a Christian duty: its rules. 

2. Prayer as a Christian’s privilege: 


its results. 

















AIN immediate attention by asking 
4 the following searching questions as 
quietly and personally as if you ex- 
pected an outspoken answer; only ask 
that the answers be reserved for a while, 
some of them for strictly personal intere 
views when the girl will feel quite free 
oo opeak her whole heart to her teacher- 
riend. 


3 * ete you ever really prayed to 


2. Can you point to a single definite 
instance where you know God answered 
your prayer? 

3. Is prayer with you a refuge in an 
emergency, a habit, or a state? 

4. Do you love to pray, or is prayer 
regarded by you as a duty? 

5. Do you really believe God answers 
prayer? 

6. Can’ you hope to have your prayers 
answered if you do not allow God to 
use you as He wishes in answering your 

rayers? (These questions are from a 
ist of 62 “Questions” prepared by Dr. 
Wilbert W. White, of the Bible Teachers 
Training School, pat Lexington Ave., 
nea) York City.- They are slightly modi- 

ed. 


By the time your girls have thought 
through those half dozen direct ques- 
tions, they will be prepared to want to 
know more about real prayer. There is 
a spirit of levity in regard to praying 
abroad, among girls to-day, who can 
almost jokingly say, “Pray for me in 
this exam, or ball game,” really without 
the least thought of seriously meaning 
it. They.can surely not be too familiar 
with the blessed reality of true prayer, 
but such familiarity is not increased by 
a flippant use of the very word itself. 


1. Now for a fe@ specific references 
to prayer as a Christian duty: 1 Chron- 
icles 16:11; Matthew 7:7; 26:41; Luke: 
18:1; Ephesians 6:18; 1 Thessalonians 
5:17. 

And then for some of the conditions 
or “rules” of true prayer; 2 Chron- 
icles 7:14; Jeremiah 29:13; Mark 11: 
24, 25; Matthew 6:6, 7; Romans 8: 26, 
27. All these verses tell us of things 
to do, in praying. What of some not to 
do? Some reasons for failure in 
prayer? Begin with our lesson passage, 
Luke 18: 9-14; then Psalm 66: 18, James 
1:6, 7 and 4:3 are pointedly plain. 

2. We shall find most profit and de- 
light in viewing prayer as a .privilege, 
with its blessed results, so let us turn 
now to that truth. Try to lead your 
girls to see that when prayer is to us 
a real privilege it becomes the open door 
into our hearts through which God can 
enter, the point of contact between us 
and him, and so the means of actually 
bringing him into our lives. Surely 
each of us knows some friend whom we 
value above all that this friend can do 
for us—surely the very greatest thing 
such a one can do is just by being a 
very part of our lives’ (love, plans, 
thoughts, etc.). An hour with such a 
friend is worth more to us than all the 
things he ever did for us; we often say, 
“It is_a privilege just to be with him.” 
— is such a bond between us and 

0 


As for the results of such praying, 
they are of two kinds: the results 
wrought within our souls, and the out- 
ward things actually sent in answer for 
ourselves or others. Just here help your 
girls to see that God’s answers are of 
four kinds: “Yes,” “No,” and “Wait,” 
or “Here is something better,” and all 
are prompted by his infinitely wise love. 
Study Abraham’s prayer, in Genesis 18: 
23-33, as an example of accepted prayer 
for others. Note the change in the peti- 
tions of the “prodigal son,” in Luke 15: 
12 (give me, etc.) and 19 (make me, 
etc.), from a selfish plea for things to a 
hunger for an inward change. One re- 
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ceived “Yes” for an answer, the other 
“Something far better,” and even our 
youngest girls can tell which prayer 
made the boy and his father happier. 

If only you have whetted the appetite 
to seek for more light on this subject 
even this inadequate lesson will have 
been worth while. Suggest several lines 
of further study: Prayer in the life of 
Abraham, or Moses, or David, or Elijah, 
or Daniel. Notable instances of an- 
swered prayer are found in Exodus 15: 
24, 25; Judges 6: 39, 40; 1 Samuel 1:27; 
7:9, 10; 1 Kings 18:37, 38, and there are 
hosts of others; best of all are the 
prayer habits of Jesus, and his own 
prayers, and the place and power of 
united prayer in the first Christian 
church, in Acts. 


Home Study 

Work already assigned, but can you 
send your girls home with this ques- 
tion for thought and decision: “Will 
you pledge God that you will promptl 
ut out of your life anything whic 
e plainly shows you interferes with 
your prayer life?” 

ATLANTA, GA. 

we 


Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: How the soldier prayed. 
Discussion: The church as a place for 
prayer; what the Pharisee and the pub- 
lican prayed for; prayer in faith; ac- 
cepting “No” for an answer. 

Main points: Pray without ceasing; 
pray humbly; different answers to 
prayer; praying in the Holy Spirit. 

Illustration: A rich man hunting a job. 











H, BULLY! we're going to have 
that returned soldier for our teacher 
all the time. Sergeant Davis is his name. 

He began this lesson on prayer by 
telling how a few of his company over 
in France used to gather in a dugout 
every evening when they were off duty, 
and hold a prayer-meeting. He said 
some of them didn’t know how to make 
a prayer sound right for a church, but 
that they were @lead in earnest, and 
somehow God always seemed near. 

Church isn’t the only place to pray 
in. Of course we ought to go there to 
pray, like the Pharisee and the. publi- 
can in the lesson did, and teacher says 
if a boy isn’t interested in the sermon he 
can sit and pray for the people around 
him, and for the heathen. But he be- 
lieves praying in church isn’t enough. 
That would be like never talking to 
your father or mother only when com- 
pany came or there was some big doings 
on at the house. He says if the Heavenly 
Father is right around with you all the 
time, why not talk to him whenever 
you have anything to say, and the rest 
of the time listen to see if he has got 
anything to say to you? 

But you should be sure you are pray- 
ing to God, and not just “to hear your- 
self talk. Bumps read in the lesson 
where the Pharisee “prayed with him- 
self,” and that ‘isn’t real prayer at all. 

“In what spirit shoufd we pray?” was 
my home question. I answered that it 
ought to be in a humble spirit; not 
bragging on yourself like that Pharisee 
fellow did. 

Teacher says of course if a man thinks 
he doesn’t need anything, God isn’t go- 
ing to give him very much. That is 
like a fellow in an expensive tailored 
suit, with a big diamond, bragging to 
the boss about his bank account and then 
asking for a job. Nothing stirring. No 
jobs these days for men who don’t 
need them; and no salvation for the man 
who thinks he is so good he doesn’t 
need Christ. The down-and-out pub- 
lican was the one that was blessed. 
Moral: Don’t feel too bigitty. 

Bulldog Jones had the question about 
what the Pharisee prayed for, and so 
far as he could see, he didn’t ask for 
a single thing, and he got just what he 
asked for,—nothing. The publican 


_asked for one thing,—mercy ; and he got 


it and went away happy and forgiven. 
So both prayers were answered. (1) 

Teacher believes every real prayer is 
always answered in one of three ways. 
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God always says either “Yes,” “No,” or 
“Wait a while.” But some people won’t 
take no for an answer. If they don’t 
get what they want they pout and sulk 
ike a spoiled child. hen God does 
say no we ought to accept it thankfully, 
knowing that he has something better 
for us than we had thought of. Teacher 
reminded us ‘about how Paul prayed 
three times that his eye-trouble, or what- 
ever did ail him, might be taken away. 
But God told him, no, there was a bet- 
ter way. “My grace is sufficient for thee, 
for my power is made perfect in weak- 
ness.” (2) 

Of course lots of times God gives us 
just what we ask for, especially when 
our prayers are suggested by the Holy 
Spirit, for then.we pray according to his 
will, and that is the best kind of pray- 
ing, with a special promise given to it, 
you know (1 John 5: 14, 15). 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Luke £0: 25-37. 


Tell the story of the good Samaritan. 

Why did the good Samaritan help the 
injured Jew? 

Why would it have been natural for 
the Samaritan to pass by? 

What is the opposite of love? 


How can we love a person whom we 
do not like? 
_ How can a person become more lov- 
ing? 

Terre Haute, Ino. 





[ Children at Home 





The Knights and the Alligator 
By “Sir Patriarch 


T WAS the week before Christmas. 

Sir Henry Longlash and his younger 
brother, the Chevalier Bon omme 
Richard, came to their father, who knew 
from the interrogation points that flashed 
out of the eyes of these little boys 
that he was expected to crawl out of 
his book and listen. Knighthood had been 
conferred by their parents upon these 





lads, one nine and the other seven years 
of age,—but that is another story. Kt 
will keep. 

“Dad,” said Sir Henry Longlash, who 
is usually the first to —_ “where is 
that book that old. Mr. Trumbull wrote, 
and that Mother and you were reading 
together out loud not long ager 
_ “Do you means ‘Hints on Child Train- 
ing,’ by the late Dr. Henry Clay Trum- 
bull?” asked their father. 

“Yes, sir,” answered both boys at 
once. 

“It is upstairs in the study.” 

“Well, won’t you please get it, and 
see what it says about the duty of par- 
ents to children at Christmas time?” 

“Go ‘long!” answered Dad, grinning; 
and the knights scampered, also grin- 
a ; 
The next day Dad was telling young 
Mr. Trumbull and almost every 


-else on the editorial floor of The Sunday 


School Times office about the interest 
of the two knights in old Dr. Trumbull’s 
child training book; for Dad was a 
member of the Times editorial force. 
Whether it was due to the influence 
of that book or not, Sir Henry Long- 
lash and the Chevalier Bon Homme 
Richard had the biggest Christmas of 
their lives. But the gift they, enjoyed 
more than any other was not brought 
by Santa Claus. It came from oldtime 
friends in far-away Florida. It was full 
of action, the kind of toy that boys like. 
It came in a cigar box—that young, 
live alligator did! It created a great 
Christmas Eve sensation in The Sunday 
School Times Building when the ex- 


| menage brought it for Dad to take 


ome to Narberth suburb that evening. 

“What is this thing scratching around 
in a cigar-box, that the express wagon 
has just brought?” asked Mrs. Mueller, 
in charge of the Times building tele- 
phone exchange, when she called up to 
the Associate Editor on the third floor. 
“It is a Christmas alligator for the 
boys,” was the answer. “Come and get 
it, quick,” she said. ‘ 

“T hope he will live until he gets big 
enough to make handbags of!” cried 
the cordon of fourteen girls on the sec- 
ond floor that formed around the cigar- 
box, with Mr. Kohn, of the Book De- 
partment; Mr. Richman, Circulation 
Manager > Mr. McIntyre, Chief Account- 


The Lesson Cartoon for This’ Week 
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Sure to hit the 


ee mark provided the 


aim ([John3:22) is true. 
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This effective cartoon was by an editorial error published last week with the lesson on 
Obedience ; it is now repeated, with the lesson on Prayer, for which it was intended. 
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ant, and Miss Chappelle, Subscription 
Manager, standing on the outskirts of 


the group, peeping over the heads of. 


the excited girls. 


When the alligator reached the third 


floor, Miss Norton, the Methods Edi- 
tor, fled from the room, but Miss Field 
and Miss Lighty, Mr. Trumbull’s Secre- 
taries; Miss Mapes, the Proofreader; 
Miss Bailey, the Manuscript Clerk, and 
Miss LeFevre, the Correspondence Edi- 
tor, nerved themselves and were able to 
take a steady look. 

“That reminds me!” said Mr.Trumbull, 
with a chuckling smile, as the alligator 
invaded his little room. “We had a lit- 
tle alligator in our family when I was 
a boy.” And the trouble ot into, that 
day when, myo | I had thoroughly 
tamed my pet, he bit one of my little 
nephews on the lip as I was trying to 
teach him how to kiss!” 

After Mr. Boardman, the tall foreman 
of the composing room on the fourth 
floor, and his force, had paid their re- 
spects, the alligator was taken home. The 
knights were called aside and made ac- 
quainted. Their delight knew no bounds, 
and it was at once planned to give 
Mother a surprise. 

“Would you think Mr. and Mrs. Con~- 
stantine and Miss Ely would send us 
a box of cigars for Christmas?” cried 
the boys. 

“IT know good and well that those 
folks would not be sending us cigars,” 
cried Mother, “but let’s see what is in 
the box.” 

When Mother pried open the lid, guess 
what happened to alligator! Well, it is 
a good thing there was a table just 


underneath to break his fall. The knights _ 


proved their mettle in ogy up and 
petting Rasputin, — for that is what they 
named -him, because he looked so 
naughty,—but Mother was always afraid 
of him. She would not even give him 
his right name, and insisted on calling 
him Raspution, by way of revenge for 
the jolt he gave her. 

Sir Henry, with a deftness which proph- 
esied future skill in carpentry, made him 
a box with two partitions, one half for 
water and the other half for land. How 
we all did study the nature and habits 
of alligators! We offered Rasputin 
bits of raw meat from time to time, 
but he always refused to eat. We read 
somewhere that young alligators are 
often, killed by overfeeding during the 
winter. Even big alligators in Florida 
eat nothing at all during the winter, 
but in the summer months they eat rav- 
enously. Those in captivity are fed 
great chunks of meat. Woe to the fat 
piggie basking in the sun on the bank 
“way down upon the Swaneeribber!” Alli- 
gators’ weapons are their great jaws 
and unusually strong tails, and with the 
latter they sweep in front of them any 
animal that may be trying to escape, so 
that they can engulf such in their cave- 
like mouths. In alligator age rec- 
ords the alligator who is five hundred 
years old is considered to be just in the 
prime of life! 

Sir Henry Longlash and the Chevalier 
Bon Homme Richard decided that they 
would keep Rasputin until they grew 
tired of him, and then they would give 
him to the Scoville children, who live 
tp the “Pennsy” Main Line, at Haver- 
ford, to be put in their menagerie of 
snakes, turtles, and the like; but some- 
how or other the little Narberth knights 
never seemed to get tired of Rasputin. 

Rasputin suffered from homesickness. 
The knights thought perhaps he had not 
been thoroughly weaned, but their Flor- 
ida friends wrote that no abiding affec- 
tion exists between big and little alliga- 
tors, and that parent alligators eat their 
children if the little shavers ever swim 
within jaw-reach. 

There was great grief.when Rasputin 
was found dead one morning, after 
three months. Dad wished to bury him 
under one of the fruit trees, in order to 
have alligator pears, but the little 
knights laid him away tenderly in the 
pansy bed, and honored him with a mili- 
tary funeral. Too late they learned that 
if they had only put a looking glass in 
his box he would have believed that he 
had company, and would not have pined 
away! , 
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ng People’s 
7 yer-Meeting 





June 22. Christianity and the Toilegs of India. 
Isa. 40: 18-31. (Missionary meeting.) 
June 29. What Does Loyalty to Our Church 
and Country Call for? Matt. 22: 15-22. 
July 6. Our Relation to Others. I. Toward 
Enemies. Rom. 12: 17-21. (Consecration 
meeting.) 

July 13. Our Denominational History and 
Principles. Ps. 44:1-8 (May be led by 
the pastor.) % 


Sunday, June 15 


What We Owe and How to Pay It 
(2 Cor. 8: 1-15) 


. (Tenth-Legion applications) 





~~ How the Lesson is Taught This Week _ 


Mon.—We owe ourselves (1 Peter 1: 

; 17-25). — 

Tues.—Ready to pay (Isa. 6: 1-8). 

Wed.—We owe our all (1 Cor. 4: 1-7). 

Thurs.—Ready to pay (Luke 21: 1-4; 1 
Chron. 22: 14). ° 

Fri—We owe our talents (Luke 19: 


I-27). 
Sat.—Ready to pay (Rom. 1 : 13-17). 











What do we owe to God? 

What do we owe in money and service to 
the church? 

“Why is generosity in giving blessed? 


E ARE not our own. This is the 
fundamental fact. If it is denied or 
ignored the consequeiices will be shown 
in all-that is done on the basis of such 
disloyalty to-fact. A great deal that is 
done in the world to-day rests either 
tacitly or avowedly on. the idea that 
each man is his own. “I am fhe master of 
my fate. I am the captain of my soul.” 
These words are quoted far and wide 
as the assertion of the soul’s indepen- 
dence. And ‘yet ‘the’ idea which .they 
embody is ‘almost wholly false. ~The 
range within which ‘any one of us is 
“master of his’ fate” is exceedingly nar- 
row, and even’ thére ‘our freedom is 
allowed us. It is not our own creation 
and it can be taken away from us. The 
réal fact is that we are not our own at 
all, but belong te God. We can admit 
this fact or deny it, but we can not alter 
it. 
we 
Our first duty and most glorious priv- 
ilege is to recognize and d¢knowledge 
that we belong to God, body, soul, and 
spirit, that we are not our own but His. 
To belong to God and to be confessed 
and treated by God as His own is the 
crown of life. A thousand perplexi- 
ties are resolved for us by this central 
fact. God will care for his own. God 
will guide and use what belongs to him. 
No harm can ever befall it. It “can- 
not drift beyond his love and care.” 
Each of us ought primarily to confess 
to God his ownership of us. It is a 
good thing to do it in writing. 
v8 


And any obligation which is complete 
requires a discharge in our complete 
life. We are to live as unto God, do- 
ing the things whick one should do who 
belongs to God and who lives as ever in 
“his great Taskmaster’s eye.” The 
books we read, the sports with which we 
play, the friendships we make, the use 
of our time, our care of our bodies as 
to food and exercise and rest, the pro- 
fessions we choose, the “callings” to 
which _we listen, all these and all other 
modes of our living are only forms of 
cn goo of God’s ownership of our 
ives, ° 


Money is the commonest agency by 
which we can reach in our service be- 
yond the limit of our own personal ac- 
tion. It is a_counter by which we can 
transfer our own power and resources 
to others who also belong to the com- 
mon Owner of us all. As part of our- 
selves and as a sort of accumulation of 
ourselves, money belongs of course 
wholly to Him to whom we belong. It 
is easy to make this total ownership of 

in us and our money a cloak for 


‘way, indicating briefly and yet suffi- 





retaining the money_in our own hands 
or using it upon ourselves. But. if we 
really recognize it as all God’s we shall 
rejc.ice: in applying to our own lives the 
pfinciples of tfust and security embodied 
in the Hebrew tithe, and shall indicate 
our acceptance of the fact of God’s 
complete possession of us by giving 
away from ourselves all that we can 
without neglecting nearer duty. 
we 

“Naught that I have mine own I call,” 

is the essential Christian word. 


“I gave my life for thee. What bast 
thou given for me?” is the testing 
Christian question. 


New Yorx Ciry. 





Books Worth Noting 











The Child’s First Book.—The Begin- 
ners’ Primer and The Beginners’ First 
Reader are united in this exceptionally 
well-bound volume, with a _ colored 
frontispiece by Willy Pogany, and nu- 
merous illustrations. It is the work of a 
prominent educator in primary schools, 
and is intended for home rather than 
school use. After the first simple les- 
sons, many of the best classics for chil- 
dren in poetry and fairy lore are intro- | 
duced, and the first studies are made 
attractive and interesting. (Houghton 
Mifflin Company, Boston, $1.50 net.) 


The Imperial Hope (By H. Pierson 
King).—Books on the Lord’s coming 
abound just now, and this is not sur- 
prising. In severt chapters the author 
covers the ground in a clear and helpful 


ciently the various events as they, are 
foretold’ in Scripture. Referénces to 
Bible passages are given with each chap- 
ter, so that readers can study the mate- 
rial for themselves and draw their own 
conclusions. ‘This book forms an ‘ad- 
mirable handbook on “The Blessed 
Hope.” (Fleming H. Revell Company, 
New York, $1.) 


For the Freedom of the Seas (By 
Ralph Henry Barbour).—The great war 
was an inexhaustible. source for :mate- 
rial-for books for boys. This one is 
both interesting and instructive. Nelson 
Tray, a young patriot, has an early en- 
counter with the enemy when the sailing 
vessel on which his father is captain is 
sunk by a submarine. The lad escapes, 
but his father is missing, and something 
added to love of country sends Nelson 
into training for the Navy. Plucky and 
level-headed, genuine, if not. brilliant, 
he works his way into a commission, 
makes sgme real friends, and in a most 
unexpected way finds his _ long-lost 
father. (D. Appleton and Company, 
New York, $1.35 net.) 


When Faiths Flash Out (By David 
Baines Griffiths, M.A.).—One of -the 
greatest gifts to-day is not that of orig- 
inality but the faculty of glorifying the 
obvious, of making the. familiar glow 
with freshness, and thereby of enabling 
readers to recognize old friends in new 
and attractive dress. Such a gift the 
writer of these chapters possesses. Well- 
known themes are taken, and by means 
of many an apt quotation, not a little 
interesting allusiveness, and abundant 
spiritual insight, the reader is enabled 
to ponderthe path of his feet and to 
think over again some of the vital and 
perennial truths of the Christian reli- 
gion. It is a book to be taken up from 
time to time and read essay by essay for 
interest, enjoyanent and blessing. (Flem- 
ing ag Revell Conipany, New York, $1 
net. 


My Galahad of the Trenches (letters 
of Lieut. Vinton A. Dearing.) —One can 
realize how precious to a mother’s heart 
are. these loving, appreciative letters 
from her soldier-son, killed in action in 
the second battle of the Marne.: The 
stranger finds in them a normal lad of 
high ideals, fitted for a happy, peaceful, 
prosperous life, never, seemingly, for 
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of the thi they have been taught; 
the. unseen things which are eternal, the 
tender sympathy and the firm call of the 

viour, going on before. One looks 
for it here, and, in the later letters es- 
pecially, are indications of the yearning 
reach of a young spirit for a sorely- 
needed strength beyond its own. ( Flem- 
ing H. Revell Company, New York, 75 
cents, net.) ~ 


In Palestine With the Twenty-third 
Psalm (By E. E. Violette).—It may 
seem improbable, perhaps, that any- 
thing new can be written about this 
most discussed of all psalms. Yet Mr. 
Violette’s little book is really unique, 
in its simple, vivid pictures of the very 
scenes and circumstances which David 
used to express the matchless loving- 
kindness of our Creator. The lovely 
flower-carpeted valley; the sweet, cool 
pool of living water, the devoted shep- 
herd and the resting sheep, then the 
gloomy, shadowed ravine, the uneeene 
call of the shepherd echoing throug 
the eerie chasm in his awareness of 
enemies, the cry of victory at its 
end, the safé sheep;—and the little 
travelogue has made the reader more 
akin to David and David’s song, in his 
own valley and among his very hills. 
(Standard Publishing Company, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, 75 cents, postpaid.) 


The Girl’s Year Book.—A high ideal- 
Hism and an enthusiasm for a Leader, 
which are both always attractive to 
girls, characterize the lively comment 
and searching questions in these daily 
teadings. -Critics used to say men lost 


of his deity. The pendulum has swung 
the other way now, and the authority 
of Him by whom all things came into 
being is dwarfed to the mere achieve- 
ment of a great -Pioneer, indeed, the 
greatest Adventurer, in the things of 
the spirit. “Poo ‘often’ this viewpoint 
mars this little book. It is one of the 
convincing evidences of the Incarnation 
that this school — and one says it kindly 
and frankly—with all its fulsome 
eulogy of our blessed Lord, slurs over 
the’ most profound realities and descends 
to'a weak sentimentality. Girls need to 
know the truth about sin and the hope 
of salvation; one cannot cure diphtheria 
with bread pills. (The Woman’s Press, 
New York, 60 cents.) e 


The Lord’s Prayer (By James W. 
Thirtle, LL.D., D.D.).— As the Lord’s 
Prayer is one of the most familiar parts 
of Scripture, books on it should have 
something to warrant the special atten- 
tion of students and readers. This re- 
quirement is fully met by the present 
volume, which is called “An Interpreta- 
tion, Critical and Expository.” In 
seventeen chapters the well-known 
author presents a variety of most inter- 
esting and valuable material. In particu- 
lar, attention may be called to the view 
of the Greek word for “daily,” the in- 
terpretation of the phrase “vain repeti- 
tions,” and the discussion of the words 
“as we forgive.” On these points the 
book is remarkably suggestive and to the 
present reviewer quite convincing. This is 
a book to be constantly and carefully 
used in connection -with the Lord’s 
Prayer, and it will bear abundant fruit 
in preaching and teaching. . (London, 
gt Morgan & Scott, 5 shillings, 
net. 


The Great Doctrines of the Bible 
(By William Evans, - Ph.D., D.D.).— 
Thorough is the impression made upon 
one. as he turns the pages of this volume 
of comprehensive Bible study. Dr. Evans, 
the noted and widely loved Bible teacher, 
is not content to give merely the bare 
facts concerning the great doctrines that 
he-takes up, but he gives such a wealth 
of material on each of these doctrines 
that he satisfies the reader of real stu- 
dent-inclinations and a- desire to get in 
below the surface intellectually and phil- 
osophically, while at the same time en- 
tirely satisfying the believer who stakes 
everything on the infallibility and au- 
thority of the inspired Word of God. 
The book first appeared several years 





dirt or cooties or slaughter. It is the 


shock of hard experience which makes 
aware tc well-trained youth the reality 


ago, but the present popular and un- 
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The Out-of-Doors Club 


By SAMUEL, SCOVILLE, JR. 

Perhaps you cannot get away as often 
as you'd like, into the out-of-doors that 
beckons you. But you can have a won- 
derful time, anytime,— with the young- 
sters of the Out-of-Doors book, just the 
one for you and the youngsters to read 
together. You are hereby dared to read 
just one story in this book of ‘‘ desperate 
adventures,’’ and at the same time re- 
main as tired, and absorbed, and as old 
as you were a half hour before! 

Here is the list of stories and pictures, 


*— but the lists cannot half tell the fasci- 


nation of the book’ in bird-lore, and 
curious things of field and stream and 
woods, discovered by the keen-witted 
band of real children under the cheery, 
fun-loving, and marvelously informed 
leadership of a father who loves and 
knows the out-of-doors —and who /akes 
time to ‘‘captain’’ the Band! 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 

The Queen Flower 
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he Hunting of the 
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The Day of the Winter 
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The Lost Land The Tree Treasure Hunt 
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The Best Nest 
Printed in clear type, spaced for easy’ reading 


LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 
The Nest of the White-throated Sparrow 

Four of the Band The Queen Flower 
Mirror Pool The Turk’s Cap iis 
A Coon Tree Purple-pink Butterflies 
The Speedway The Barrens ’ 
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A Wilderness Fire The King of the Forest 
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Splendid Reproductions of Remarkable Nature Pictures 





A* Stip-in-your- ket’’ volume of 171 
pages, $125. postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Personal: Sending the money with your order 
saves both yourself and us time and expense 





In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 


| as well as the advertiser, by stating that 


abridged edition is worthy of special | you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
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R.E. Neighbour, D.D. 


Bible Teacher ond Author, copeet, of Post's Conversion, 
Pastor Reitzel’s 
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rt appeciative readers of Pastor 
nagent, —- tracts can 
ast his rich and precious message 
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packed pages. Cloth, paper, 
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What isthe meaning of Armageddon? 


This question is answered on 
page 1348 of the 


Scofield 
Reference Bible 


Ed, by Rev. C. 1. Scofield, D.D. 
at all the hard in the 
on 







course. 
2 Sizes. 34 Styles 

Ask to see the Pocket Edition printed on Oxford 
India Paper. Circular upon request. Al all dealers. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN BRANCH 
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List of thousands of churches using our cups and FREE 
CATALOG with quotations sent upon request. 


SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO. 7th ST, ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furnitare Co., Ltd.. 23 Park Place, Northville, Micb. 


LetCuticuraBe 
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All druggists; Soap 25, Ointment 25 & 60, Talcum 3, 
Sample each free of **Cutioura, Dept. M, Boston.” 
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Subscription Rates 


| . Q@NQTE THE NEW RATES) 


Sunday School Times is pub- 
weekly at the following rates, 
le in advance, for either old or 
subscribers, in the United States 
ossessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, 









id Shanghai, China. These rates in- 
de penta: 
1.25 ive or more copies, either 


to separate addresses or in a 
ckage to one address, $1.25 each, per 


ar. 
1.75 
Eh, per copy. One copy, five years, $7. 
recognition of the club organizer’s 
t we allow one subscription additional 
? every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


the Sunday School Times will be sent to 

y_of the countries embraced in the Univer- 

Postal Union at the following rate, which 
includes postage: 

ne copy, one year, 7 shillings. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 
21 Warwic«x Lane} London, E. C., will receive 
yearly or half-yearly subscriptions at the 
“above rate, the paper to be mailed direct 
from Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. 
Downie can also “ - 4 the other_publica- 
tions of The Sunday School Times Company. 


One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $1.75 


_——— 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


1031 Walnut Street, 
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For Family Worship 
_ By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





ANY plead want of ability to prey 

in company as a reason for not en- 
gaging in a= # worship... One cannot 
but sympathize with such a state of mind, 
but it is difficult to see why the inability 
does not show itself when conversing 
on the current topics of the day or in 
expressing one’s desires on various sub- 
jects with propriety. Let it be borne 
in mind that it is not talent or any very 
special gift of eloquence that is neces- 
sary for this hallowed employment. If 
the heart is full it has rarely ever any 
difficulty in finding a way of expressing 
itself. To those who are beginning fam- 
ily worship let me suggest the cultiva- 
tion of simplicity. Just speak to your 
Lord and tell Him what you would tell 
to each other in an informal way. To 
thank Him for his goodness, and to 
seek his guidance along life’s pathway 
does not demand any marked ability, 
and once attempted the joy of the under- 
taking will never be forgotten. 


June 9 to 15 
Mon.—Matt. 6: 5-15. How to Pray. 


Our Lord takes it for granted that 
his followers pray. Here he instructs 
them as to the manner and spirit of 
true prayer. He does not forbid repe- 
tition, but only vain repetition. The 
secret place is where the soul receives 
the vision and takes on the impress of 
the Eternal. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
soul may be weaned away from the 
things seen and hie away to the soli- 
tudes, Pray for those in homes where 
it is almost wmpossible to gain privacy 
for prayer, and for others who are find- 
ing the pressure of earthly things so 
great that the quiet hour is imperilled. 


Tues.—Luke 18 : 1-14. 
Persistency and Humility in Prayer. 

What mighty praying! It is a day 
and night business. The church is now 
in her widowed condition, desolate, op- 
pressed, and defenseless, in which cir- 
cumstance there is nothing better than 
that she give herself to persistent 
prayer for her own deliverance and 
protection. All such praying will keep 
faith alive. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for those 
who are exposed to the dangers of sea, 
| land, or air; for all whose earthly call- 
i ke eps them constantly in the zone 
| of peril; for those who labor in mines, 
workers among explosives, drivers of 
great fast trains, that God would guard 
them from disasters. 


Wed.—Luke 11: 1-13. Efficacy of Prayer. 


The friend has two good grounds for 
making his plea at such an unseasonable 
hour; these are friendship and neces- 
sity,— claims that cannot be lightly 
turned aside. Urgency, persistency and 
faith prevail-with him who is “rich unto 
all who call upon him.” Let us ask, 
seek, and knock. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
home life of America; for the home- 
makers that discreetly they may guide 
their affairs; for the boys and girls, in- 
fluenced by all that is seen and heard 
at home; Ter the young men and young 
women, that -their affections and inter- 
ests may more closely center around 
home. 


Thurs.—James 5 : 13-20. Prayer for the Sick. 


If sickness comes as a punishment for 
sin, as is undoubtedly often the case, 
we should pray that the sin may be for* 
given and with it the removal of the 
physical malady. Bodily health and soul 
prosperity are the burden of John’s 
prayer for his well-beloved Gaius (3 
John, verse 2). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray God to 
look in compassion upon all heathen 
nations and hasten the time when they 
shall turn from their idols and images 
to worship the true and living God; 
especially for those lands once favored 








with the knowledge of the Gospel, but 
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TO STIMULATE YOUR FAITH, TO QUICKEN YOUR PRAYER-LIFE, READ— 


“I CRIED, HE ANSWERED” 
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James Orr, M. A., D.D., General Editor. 
Assisted by 200 Contributors 
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tion. 


An Entirely New Work from - 
The Supreme Authority on Biblical Subjects 


Dr. M. G. Kyle, Professor, Xenia Theological Seminary, says: 
“ The best feature of the Encyclopaedia is that in it scholar- 
‘speaks English.’ 

‘dry-as-dust’ technicalties that do not supply a single” 
of truth which the writer has found, but only put in evidence 
the chaff that has aecumulated in th 

‘The articles in this Encyclopaedia present on yt 

valuable results of research and that in language inte igble 
to persons of ordtnary non-technical education.” 


The most complete work ever published. 
3541 pages — 700 illustrations. Write for prospectus 


‘The Howard-Severance Co., Dept. $S-5A, Chicago, Il 


Beginning to End 


The articles are not cumbered wi 
in 


e course of the tovests o 


5 volumes— 





now sitting amid darkness and _ the 
shadows of night. 


Fri.—Gen. 18 : 23-33. Abraham’s Prayer. 


What depths of divine condescension 
and what heights of human faith do we 
here meet with. The mind that is in fel- 
lowship with God has sympathy with his 
fellow-men. Abraham’s-prayer was un- 
selfish, reverent, eager, importunate, dar- 
ing, and successful, so far as it went. 
Divine grace ceased only when inter- 
cession ceased. 

Prayer Succestions: Let us pray to- 
day for those who are visited with any 
kind of sorrow, tribulation, or distress; 
for the poor, the sick, and the dying. 
Pray to be prepated for every event that 
may befall us, that no ee, may 
move us from the simplicity of our 
faith in Christ. 


Sat.—John 17:1-12. Prayer of Jesus. 


Melanchthon in giving his iast lecture, 
shortly before his death, said: “There 
is no voice which has ever been heard, 
either in heaven or in earth, more ex- 
alted, more holy, more fruitful, more 
sublime, than the prayer offered up by 
the Son of God Himself.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
sons of Abraham. Zionism says “our 
salvation must be by money,” but the 


Word of God declares “Salvation is of | 


the Lord.” Pray that in reading the 
Prophets, the Jews may see that their 
glorious future rests en what God has 
promised, and on what He will do. 


Sun.—John 17: 13-26. Prayer of Jesus. 


Our Lord prayed that His people may 
be “kept” from every evil contagion ; 
that they may be “sanctified” through 
the truth as the medium of their sancti- 
fication; that they “may be one”; not 
similarity of church government, creed 
and form, but real unity of spirit to pro- 
mote His will. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the di- 
vine blessing to rest on every bit of 
service done for Christ and this His own 
day; for preachers and teachers; for 
Sunday-schools and Bible classes; for 
the quiet, helpful-ministries in hospitals ; 
for all street-meetings. 
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Do you really want mission study in 
your Sunday-school? Then get George 
H. Trull’s “Mi issionary Methods for 
Sunday-school Workers,” and have more 
good plans (the cost of the book is only 
50 cents) than you can use up in ten 
years. The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany is glad to be the publisher. 





Books Worth Noting 


(Continued from the preceding page) 


note as an invaluable companion for 
every Sunday-school teacher in connec- 
tion with the current International Uni- 
form Lessons; running from April 
through September on “Some Great 
Teachings of the Bible.” (Bible Insti- 
aie, ovornte Association, Chicago, $1 
net. 


Historic’ Shrines’-of America (By 
John T. Faris, D.D.).—Not many 
Americans realize the, quantity of his- 
toric material in our own land, and 
fewer still appreciate its peculiar qual- 
ity; whether it be humble farm house, 
handsome dwelling, staried state-house 
or speaking church, all are permeated 
with the ideals born from an open 
Bible and with the strivings of a people 
bent on liberty and justice.- Dr. Faris, 
who is a well-known and sympathetic 
student of our traditions, divides his 
book into eight geographical groups, 
forming possible tours. His history is 
entertainingly human, with gossipy bits 
and the never-failing allure of life re- 
vealed in old yellowed letters. Many 
excellent photographs complete a timely 
book on the haunts of our forebears, 
who moulded a democracy which holds 
the wistful eyes of the whole world to- 
day. (George H. Doran Company, New 
York, $3 net.) 


The Tragedy.of Armenia (By Bertha 
S. Papazian).—-One of the remarkable 
aspects of the ages-long martyrdom of- 
the Armenians, a buffer people between 
Christian civilization developing in the 
West and the abomination of pagan poli- 
tics in the East, is the consistency with 
which they have espoused the cause of 
justice and righteousness in sharp con- 
trast to the peoples among whom they 
have lived. For two centuries they held 
back: the Saracens, they allied them- 
selves with the Crusaders, and in the 
present war, ata cost we can scarcely 
realize, they refused to coalesce with 
their ruler, Turkey. Because perhaps 
of an. inherent nobility, like the Bereans, 
Christianity obtained a ready foothold 
with them, and became the national re- 
ligion at the close: of the third century. 
The author, an ardent enthusiast in her 
people’s cause, endeavors to find in the 
apathy of Western diplomacy, continu- 
ally content to forsake this little peo- 
ple to ruthless barbarism, the seeds 
which have sprouted to our undoing to- 
day. She féels that their cry has. been 
heard in Heaven, and woe * to us if 
we heed it not. (Fleming H. Revell 
Company, New York, $1.) 
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